<u 


Richmond  Review 


June  2007 


www.sfrichmondreview.com 


FREE 


Trouble  at  Cabrillo 


Problems  plague 
playground 

Residents  living  near  the 
Cabrillo  Playground,  on  38th 
Avenue  between  Cabrillo  and 
Fulton  streets,  held  a  meeting 
May  8  to  discuss  problems  at 
the  site.  Complaints  include 
youth  drinking  at  night,  graffi¬ 
ti,  and  someone  driving  in  the 
playground  due  to  a  broken 
fence.  There  is  also  litter,  in¬ 
cluding  broken  bottles  and 
cigarette  butts.  The  play¬ 
ground  has  been  without  a 
gardener  for  about  a  year. 
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Magnus  Adams,  7,  and  Laura  Kamora,  5,  (top)  are  neighborhood  residents  who 
play  at  the  Cabrillo  Playground.  There  have  been  complaints  at  the  play¬ 
ground,  including  graffiti  and  a  broken  fence. 


John  F.  Kennedy  Dr.  closed  Saturdays 


A  portion  of  John  F.  Kennedy 
Drive  in  Golden  Gate  Park  was 
closed  for  the  first  time  on  a 
Saturday  over  the  Memorial  Day 
Weekend. 

The  street  closure,  between 
Tea  Garden  Drive  and  Crossover 


There’s  a  school  of  thought 
that  says  the  ends  justify  the 
means,  that  it  is  OK  to  achieve 
your  aims  at  any  cost. 

I  do  not  agree  with  that  view. 

It  is  not  OK  to  close  roads  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  when  the  peo¬ 
ple  you  purport  to  represent  vot¬ 
ed,  overwhelmingly,  to  not  close 
the  roads.  There  is  no  compro¬ 
mise  of  the  will  of  the  voters  in  a 
representative  democracy. 

McGoldrick  has  ignored  the 
will  of  the  voters  at  least  three 


Drive,  was  first  enacted  on  May 
26.  It  will  remain  closed  on 
Saturdays  through  September. 

The  closure  was  part  of  a 
compromise  that  was  reached 
between  the  park’s  cultural  insti¬ 
tutions  and  some  neighborhood 


times. 

Two  times  were  when  he  in¬ 
troduced  legislation  to  close 
roads  in  Golden  Gate  Park  on 
Saturdays.  The  voters  rejected 
two  measures  in  2000,  by  a  large 
margin  citywide  and  by  an  over¬ 
whelming  margin  in  the 
Richmond  District,  that  would 
have  closed  some  roadways  in 
the  eastern  end  of  the  park. 

Instead  of  going  back  to  the 
voters  with  a  plan,  McGoldrick 
introduced  legislation  that  was 


groups  locked  into  intense  nego¬ 
tiations  over  the  course  of  several 
days.  Voters  had  voted  twice  in 
2000  to  not  close  the  streets,  but 
the  measure  was  introduced  last 
year  by  District  1  Supervisor 
Jake  McGoldrick.  Although  it 


modified  and  passed  by  the  board 
and  signed  by  the  mayor.  To  get 
an  agreement,  marathon  negotiat¬ 
ing  sessions  had  to  be  held  in  the 
mayor’s  office  with  several  of  the 
stakeholders  involved  in  the  park 
decision.  Many  groups  were  not 
represented  to  help  reach  an 
agreement,  including  all  of  the 
groups  in  the  Sunset  District. 

The  end  result  -  the  closing  of 
the  roads  by  legislative  fiat  -  tells 
the  voters  that  their  vote  doesn’t 
count.  Why  vote,  they  say,  as 
participation  in  elections  contin¬ 
ues  to  drop. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  think  the 
ends  justify  the  means. 

I  call  that  unethical. 

Another  time  McGoldrick  ig¬ 
nored  the  voters  was  when  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  said  the  City 
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was  passed  by  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors  by  a  7-4  vote,  SF 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  vetoed 
the  measure.  His  veto  was  upheld 
by  the  four  members  of  the  board 
who  originally  voted  against  the 
street  closures. 

This  year,  McGoldrick  rein¬ 
troduced  the  measure,  which  led 
to  negotiations  to  reach  a  solu¬ 
tion. 

One  of  the  supervisors  who 
voted  against  the  street  closures 
the  first  time,  Bevan  Dufty,  told 
the  press  he  was  wavering  on  the 
issue  and  might  change  his  mind. 
That  set  the  mayor’s  office  scur¬ 
rying  to  find  a  solution. 

The  compromise  called  for  re¬ 
ducing  about  half  of  the  roadway 
originally  slated  to  be  closed  and 
limiting  the  time  to  six  months  a 
year,  instead  of  closing  them 
year-round. 

The  agreement  bars  the  parties 
involved  from  revisiting  the  issue 
for  the  next  five  years.  It  also 
calls  for  improvements  to  Middle 
Drive,  which  is  closed  to  auto¬ 
mobile  traffic  all  year  on 
Saturdays.  Improvements  call 
for  the  street  to  be  repaved,  for 
bathrooms  to  be  improved,  and 
for  a  vendor  to  sell  food. 


Geary 
BRT  gets 
OK  to 
move  to 
next 
phase 

The  SF  County  Transportation 
Authority  voted  May  22  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  an  Environmental 
Impact  Report  (EIR)  for  a  pro¬ 
posed  Geary  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
(BRT)  plan. 

The  agency  is  comprised  of 
members  of  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors.  They  voted  8-0 
(several  members  were  absent)  to 
move  the  project  to  the  environ¬ 
mental  review  stage  and  to  fund 
the  study,  which  cost  slightly 
more  than  $1  million. 

The  EIR  will  look  at  several 
options:  One  is  to  leave  it  as  it  is 
with  some  technological  im¬ 
provements.  Another  two  options 
would  load  in  the  middle  of 
Geary  Boulevard.  The  final  two 
options  would  load  passengers  in 
the  right  hand  lane,  as  is  the  cur¬ 
rent  practice. 

All  of  the  options  call  for  ded¬ 
icated  bus  lanes,  the  use  of  global 
positioning  technology  to  help 
prevent  “bunching,”  and  for  the 
buses  to  take  control  of  the  traffic 
lights  at  Richmond  intersections. 
These  actions  are  supposed  to 
improve  transit  travel  times  to 
and  from  downtown. 

Neighborhood  residents  and 
some  groups  believe  taking  traf¬ 
fic  lanes  away  from  the  public 
will  force  traffic  onto  other 
streets  in  the  district.  Currently, 
the  city’s  General  Plan  calls  for 
traffic  to  be  funneled  to  Geary  for 
east/west  trips  to  improve  the 
safety  for  pedestrians  and  bicy¬ 
clists  in  the  district.  Other  con¬ 
cerns  include  the  loss  of  left  hand 
turns  on  Geary,  forcing  more 
traffic  into  the  neighborhood. 

Merchants  are  also  worried 
because  several  of  the  proposals 
would  result  in  the  loss  of  park¬ 
ing  spaces  and  because  construc¬ 
tion  could  cause  a  financial  hard¬ 
ship. 

The  $200  million  BRT-plan 
would  not  increase  the  number  of 
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Richmond  roundup 


Mayor  Honors  Local 
Teachers 

To  demonstrate  the  communi¬ 
ty’s  appreciation,  two  neighbor¬ 
hood  teachers  received  the  may¬ 
or’s  “Teacher  of  the  Month 
Award”  in  May. 

Sandra  Berger,  a  teacher  at 
Lafayette  Elementary  School  for 
the  past  35  years,  created  an 
African-American  history  pro¬ 
gram  and  encourages  her  stu¬ 
dents  to  learn  about  the  culture  of 
the  City  by  taking  them  to  the 
symphony,  ballet,  opera  and  the¬ 
ater.  She  has  also  coordinated  as¬ 
semblies  and  field  trips  for  her 
students,  including  one  overnight 
trip  which  came  from  her  own 
budget. 

George  Cachianes,  a  biotech¬ 


nology  teacher  at  Abraham 
Lincoln  High  School,  has  im¬ 
pacted  the  lives  of  many  of  his 
students  and  inspired  some  to 
pursue  careers  in  the  area  of 
biotechnology.  Cachianes  attend¬ 
ed  Stanford  University,  previous¬ 
ly  worked  at  Genentech,  and  is 
currently  composing  a  biotech¬ 
nology  text  book  along  with  an¬ 
other  teacher. 

Scoops  for  Firefighters 

In  May,  Baskin-Robbins  host¬ 
ed  a  special  31  Cent  Scoop  Night 


while  paying  tribute  to  local 
heroes.  Partnering  with  the 
National  Fallen  Firefighters 
Foundation  (NFFF),  which  hon¬ 
ors  America’s  fallen  firefighters 
and  their  families,  the  ice  cream 
chain  offered  customers  any  fla¬ 
vor  for  only  31  cents.  Baskin- 
Robbins  then  made  a  $100,000 
donation  to  the  NFFF  to  help 
support  the  organization’s  pro¬ 
grams,  such  as  one  that  helps 
prevent  firefighting  line-of-duty 
deaths  and  injuries.  Certain 
Baskin-Robbins  stores  also 
raised  additional  funds  for  their 
local  firehouses  by  inviting  fire 
departments  to  the  event  to  col¬ 
lect  donations. 

Help  Secure  Home  Safety 
for  Seniors 

Volunteer  with  the  Senior 
Home  Safety  Program  to  install 
smoke  detectors  and  perform 
home  safety  checks  for  seniors 
living  in  San  Francisco.  Training 
will  be  provided  at  the  beginning 
of  the  day,  and  volunteers  will 
then  be  sent  in  pairs  to  some  of 
the  hundreds  of  seniors  remain¬ 


ing  to  be  served. 

For  more  information  about 
these  events,  happening  on  two 
Saturdays,  June  2  and  23,  from 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  contact  Becky 
Selleck  at  495-7223  or  RSVP  via 
e-mail  at  bselleck@aarbf.org. 

Richmond  Locals  Achieve 
Academic  Success 

Two  Richmond  District  resi¬ 
dents  just  earned  their  college  de¬ 
grees,  and  two  more  were 
recently  honored  for  their  aca¬ 
demic  achievements. 

Kimberly  Joy  Horn  graduated 
from  Azusa  Pacific  University 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  liberal 
studies,  and  Brian  Tucker  re¬ 
ceived  a  Doctor  of  Psychology  in 
Clinical  Psychology  from  Argosy 
University  in  San  Francisco. 

Carol  Brennan,  a  sophomore 
pursuing  a  Business  Admin¬ 
istration  major  at  the  University 
of  Vermont,  was  named  to  the 
Dean’s  List  for  the  fall  2006 
semester.  To  merit  this  honor, 
Brennan  earned  a  grade  point  av¬ 
erage  of  3.0  or  higher  and  ranks 
in  the  top  20  percent  of  her  class 


in  the  School  of  Business 
Administration. 

Similarly,  Northeastern 
University  announced  that 
Business  Administration  major 
Laura  Rogan,  Psychology  major 
Artemis  Smith,  and  International 
Affairs  major  Edward  Brennan 
all, made  the  Dean’s  List  for  the 
fall  2006  semester.  At 
Northeastern,  students  with  that 
distinction  must  carry  at  least 
four  courses,  earn  a  grade  point 
average  of  3.25  or  higher,  and 
carry  no  grade  lower  than  a  C 
during  their  college  career. 

Amy  Meyer  Honored 

San  Francisco  Tomorrow 
(SFT),  a  37-year-old  urban  envi¬ 
ronmental  organization,  conduct¬ 
ed  its  annual  awards  ceremony  at 
Castagnola’s  restaurant  on 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  May  16,  hon¬ 
oring  five  persons  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  a  better  environment 
in  the  City. 

The  Jack  Morrison  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Amy  Meyer  and  Dr. 
Edgar  Wayburn  for  leading  the 
campaign  to  establish  the  80,000- 
acre  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  on  former  mili¬ 
tary,  park  and  private  lands  in 
Marin,  San  Francisco  and  San 
Mateo  counties. 

Much  of  the  area  was  threat¬ 
ened  with  commercial  develop¬ 
ment  in  1970  when  they  won  the 
support  of  more  than  65  civic 
and  environmental  organizations 
for  an  appeal  to  the  U.  S. 
Congress.  In  response,  San 
Francisco’s  Representative  Phil 
Burton,  with  the  aid  of  other  Bay 
Area  members  of  Congress,  cre¬ 
ated  the  GGNRA  in  1972. 

Meyer,  an  Outer  Richmond 
District  resident,  is  a  former  San 
Francisco  Recreation  and  Park 
Commissioner  and  member  of 
the  Presidio  Trust. 


Visit  the  Museo  Italo Americano! 

Our  Current  Exhibit  is: 

Terra  D’Inferno:  The  Colors  of  Dante’s  Inferno 
Paintings  by  Luisa  Petruni  Cellai 

And  other  representations  of  Dante’s  Inferno  by  various  artists 

Visit  our  gift  shop  for  gifts  for  dads  and  grads! 

Museo  ItaloAmericano 

Fort  Mason  Center,  Bldg.  C  •  (415)  673-2200 
Open  12-4,  Tuesday  through  Sunday 
www.museoitaloamericano.org 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Federico’s 

Gourmet  Italian  Cookies 

“Like  Federico’s  Nonna  Used  to  Bake” 

Deluxe  Assortment 
Now  Available  at  Delano’s  Market 

(formerly  Cala) 

Geary  Blvd.  at  27th  Ave. 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11 :30am  ~  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


(415)  386-2777 


Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  8/15/2007 


(415)  386-2777 


A  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  8/15/2007 


(415)  386-2777 


Llfcdo 

Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  8/15/2007 


(415)  386-2777 


Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP  8/15/2007 


{State 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $25.95  with  coupo 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  off 
EXP.  8/15/2007 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


{State  (4,5> 386-2777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  9/15/2007 


(All  Cooked) 
with  coupon 

$22.95 


Mix  Tray  $X 

with  coupon 


with  coupon 

$21.95 


Happy  Tray  $)Kf 

(48p  California  Roll) 
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Honoring  the  fallen 


Thousands  of  San  Franciscans  attended  a  Memorial  Day  observance  at  the 
National  Cemetery  in  the  Presidio  May  28.  The  event  honors  the  more  than  1 
million  men  and  women  who  have  died  fighting  to  secure  the  freedoms  of 
the  United  States  and  other  countries  throughout  the  world.  The  moderator 
of  the  event,  retired  Lt.  Col.  Wallace  Levin,  used  the  occasion  to  honor  two 
San  Francisco  families  who  recently  lost  their  sons  in  Iraq.  The  families  of 
CpI.  Christopher  Rose  and  Pfc.  Keith  Moore  accepted  gold  stars  on  behalf  of 
their  fallen  sons.  In  the  photo  above,  many  in  the  crowd  waved  American 
flags.  In  the  photo  to  the  right,  Jesse  Blea  wears  a  T-Shirt  commemorating 
Rose,  his  cousin. 


Seniors  protest  for  sidewalk  safety 


The  Senior  Action  Network 
(SAN)  conducted  a  pedestrian 
safety  demonstration  in  the  Inner 
Richmond  District  on  May  30. 

The  action  was  taken  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  many  se¬ 
niors  and  those  with  disabilities 
are  injured  on  the  city’s  side- 


The  Anza  Branch  Library,  lo¬ 
cated  at  550  37th  Ave.,  is  now 
open  seven  days  a  week.  Special 
programs,  including  storytime 
for  ages  3-5  on  Tuesdays  at 
10:30  a.m.  and  for  families  on 
Saturdays  at  1:30  p.m.,  are  also 
being  offered. 

On  the  second  Tuesday  of 
each  month  at  10:30  a.m.,  chil¬ 
dren  ages  3-5  can  enjoy  films. 
Additionally,  in  the  month  of 


walks  from  bicyclists  and,  to  a 
lesser  degree,  skateboarders  and 
roller  skaters.  The  group  wants  to 
educate  the  public  about  the 
proper  use  of  non-motorized  ve¬ 
hicles. 

Bicycles  need  to  be  walked  on 
the  sidewalks,  or  else  they  have 


June,  the  library  will  hold  sum¬ 
mer  reading  programs  for  teens 
and  children  of  all  ages. 

The  new  weekly  schedule  at 
the  Anza  Branch  Library  is: 
Sundays  from  1  p.m.  to  5  p.m.; 
Mondays,  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m., 
Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  from 
10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  and  Fridays 
from  1  p.m.  to  6  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  557-4277. 


to  travel  on  the  same  roads  as 
cars  and  must  obey  all  traffic 
laws,  such  as  stopping  at  stop 
signs. 

According  to  SAN,  skate¬ 
boards  are  banned  on  many  city 
streets,  yet  many  skateboarding 
and  roller  skating  skofflaws  ig¬ 
nore  the  law,  risking  the  life  and 
limb  of  pedestrians. 

The  May  demonstration,  the 
fifth  in  a  series  held  to  educate 
the  public  about  bicycle  safety, 
was  conducted  at  the  intersection 
of  Geary  and  Arguello  boule¬ 
vards  at  12:30  p.m. 

Numerous  groups  were  repre¬ 
sented,  including  the  SF  Police 
Department,  SF  Department  of 
Public  Works,  SF  Bicycle 
Coalition  and  the  Muni 
Accessibility  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee. 


Anza  Library  extends  hours 


With  you  when  it  matters  most 


San  Francisco 

21}  Sa'itom*  Struct 
.  323.0843 


BANK<*TMf  Orient  * 

S*fYle«  5}rar*8Rh*n«4  by  D*»r  33  u*  fi  ka  w* 

San  Francisco  San  Francssco  San  Francisco  Oakland 

1023  Siorttc-r.  SE'MsI  3  IT  As'onu*  2501  Irvlnf  Stffi*l  360  TwgIIMi  Street 
415.338.0679  415  338.0809  415.33S.0600  510  634.0731 


C 


tdiltbraa  City  of  Ind  ustry 

500 Broadway Ave-tue  lifiOSE.  G#l»A;,cnu« 
650.25S.338S  62«  912.8050 


Honolulu 

7®5  8  -shop  Sires! 


Honolulu 

2851  5 .  M,anca  Road 
S0S. 973. 4  500 


FD1C  l3 


c>mcr  Sbrvlbe  Cartier 

■i  m.  >o  5:00  p.m  PST 


1  .600.881 .2686  Aww.bankqrient.com 


Alliance 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  AREA 
Over  twenty  years  experience  in  the 
sale  and  leasing  of  multi-family,  retail 
and  office  buildings. 


Wayne  Chan,  Broker/Owner 
CCIM,  CRS,  CRB,  GRI 
5059  Geary  Blvd. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 
(415)  221-5588 
waynechan@remax.net 


Each  Office  Independently  Owned  and  Operated 


Property  Management  Service  for 
Residential  and  Commercial  Properties. 

(415)221-9368 

Residential  and  Commercial  Loans 

(415)  379-1168 

WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 

Are  You  Considering  A 
Reverse  Mortgage? 

Choose  the  leading  originator  of  Reverse  Mortgages' 
and  discover  why  customers  nationwide  trust  their 
Reverse  Mortgage  needs  to  Wells  Fargo  Home 
Mortgage. 


Call  today  for  our  Reverse  Mortgage  Seminar  schedule! 

San  Francisco  Reverse  Mortgage  Team 
Christine  and  Dave  Stormont 
1-866-599-6554 


1.  Must  be  62  years  or  older.  Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage  is  a  division 
of  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  N.A.  ©  2006  Wells  Fargo  Bank  N.A.  All  rights 
reserved.  #42495  2/07-5/07 
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St.  Thomas  the  Apostle  School 


-  K  -  8  school 

■  Academic  Excellence 

-Students  perform  in  the  Highest  National 
Percentages  on  standardized  tests 

-  Full  Day  Kindergarten 

-  Enrichment  Programs  for  all  grades  -  art, 
music,  library,  science,  computer 
education,  drama,  choir 

-A  loving,  caring  8t  welcoming  Community 
of  Faculty,  Parents  8i  Students 

-After  school  care 

-Free  Daily  Supervised  after  school  play 
on  the  yard 

■Hot  Lunch  Program 

■Mandarin  &  Cantonese  Language  Program 

•Physical  Education  &  Sports  Program 


“A  Tradition  of  Excellence” 
“Building  a  Foundation  for  the  Future" 
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SHIPPING  &  BUSINESS  SERVICES 


3701  Sacramento  St.  (&  Spruce  SI.) 

Tel:  (415)  221-9817 
Fax:  (415)  221-9819 
Kmatl:  Iplisbsa  yahoo.com 

Store  Hours: 

Mon  —  Fri  9  am  -  6  pm 
Sat  10  am -5  pm 


4338  California  St.  <&  6'"  Avc.) 

Tel:  (41 5)  221-9847 
Fax:  (415) 221-9849 
Email:  Iph0>x2 Vryalioo.com 

Store  Hours: 

Mon -Fri  10  am -5  pm 
Sat  10  am  -  3  pm 


FOR  ALL  YOUR  SHIPPING  AND  BUSINESS  NEEDS! 


Mail  Box  Rentals 

l  PS,  FedEx,  DHL,  &  I  SPS 

Packing  Service 

Black  &  White  Copies 

E-mail  Services 

Notary  Public 

Passport  Photos 


Mail  Forwarding 
Freight 

Shipping  Supplies 
Color  Copies 
File  Print  Services 
Business  Cards 
Fingerprinting 


Parcel  Receiving 
Postage  Stamps 
Office  Supplies 
Laminating  &  Binding 
Fax  Serv  ice 
Rubber  Stamps 
And  Much  More! 


"" 

McCoppin  mosaic 


Courtesy  photo 

A  new  mural  was  unveiled  at  Frank  McCoppin  Elementary  School  in  April. 
Students,  teachers  and  administrators  celebrated  the  completion  of  a  two- 
story  mosaic  mural,  inspired  by  tropical  rainforests,  at  an  after-school  party 
held  May  8.  Mural  artist  Josef  Norris  was  present  at  the  event,  as  were  the 
students  and  parents  who  helped  him  create  the  colorful  mural.  The  school  is 
located  at  651  Sixth  Ave.,  near  Balboa  Street. 


Police  Blotter 


WF  ARE  ALSO  A  RECYCI  ,P.  CENTER  FOR  YOUR  FOAM  l.OOSE-FILL 


JULIE  REBER  IS 

Moving  on  Up 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

Pacific  Heights,  Inner 
and  Central  Richmond, 
Lake  District  and  Seacliff 

c^omiaSt@ 


Zephyr  Real  Estate  is  bringing  it's  top 
agents  from  around  the  City  to  it's  NEW 
Pacific  Heights  location.  As  always,  Julie  will  continue  to  provide 
clients  with  expertise  and  dedication  and  that's  why  she's  been 
hand  selected  by  Zephyr  to  "Move  on  Up."  Stop  by  her  new 
office  and  introduce  yourself! 


(0)415-609-3677  (§)  juliereber.com 

(S)  juliereber@zephyrsf.com 


Battery:  May  20,  9:30  p.m., 
5100  Block  of  Geary  Boulevard 

It  ended  badly  for  a  man  and 
woman  who  had  been  involved 
in  a  relationship  for  about  nine 
months. 

The  man  confronted  the  wom¬ 
an  about  a  tryst  she  was  allegedly 
having  with  the  man’s  friend.  An 
argument  escalated  and  the  man 
pulled  his  vehicle  over  and  de¬ 
manded  the  woman  leave.  When 
she  refused,  the  man  pushed  her 
out  and  attacked  her  on  the  side¬ 
walk. 

According  to  witnesses,  the 
22-year-old  man  pushed  his  girl¬ 
friend  to  the  ground  and  hit  her 
head  on  the  sidewalk  two  times. 
He  then  took  her  purse  and  threw 
it  on  the  roof  of  a  nearby  build¬ 
ing. 

Officers  arrived  at  the  scene 
and  arrested  the  man.  They  also 
retrieved  the  23-year-old  wom¬ 
an’s  purse  and  took  it  to  her  at  St. 
Mary’s  Medical  Center,  where 
she  was  taken  for  medical  treat¬ 
ment. 

Officers  noted  that  both  the 
man  and  woman  smelled  of  alco¬ 
hol. 

Felony  Vandalism:  May  8, 
12:51  p.m.,  Clement  Street  and 
Sixth  Avenue 

A  Muni  bus  driver  on  the  44 
bus  line  stopped  to  pick  up  pas- 


CITIZENS  FOR  RECALL  OF  JAKE  McGOLDRICK 

WANT  YOU! 


The  campaign  to  recall  Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick  is  on!!  As  a  resident  of 
the  Richmond  District,  please  join  our  campaign  to  remove  McGoldrick  for 
defying  the  will  of  the  voters  and  neglecting  the  needs  of  his  constituents. 
Please  fill  out  the  volunteer  form  below  and  send  it  to: 

Citizens  for  the  Recall  of  Jake  McGoldrick 
5758  Geary  Blvd.,  #328,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
www. richmonddeservesbetter.com 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS _ ZIP  CODE _ 

DAYTIME  PHONE _ EVENING  PHONE _ 

E-MAIL:  _ _ _ _ 

FEDERAL,  STATE  AND  LOCAL  LAWS  REQUIRE  THAT  DONORS  GIVE  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 

OCCUPATION _ 

EMPLOYER _ _ 

I  WILL:  (Signature  gatherers  must  be  registered  to  vote  in  District  1) 

Gather  Signatures _  Host  a  House  Party _ 

Hand  out  literature _  Display  a  Window  Sign _ 

Make  Phone  Calls _  DONATE - 

(PLEASE  ENCLOSE  CHECK  MADE  PAYABLE  TO: 

Walk  Precincts -  CITIZENS  FOR  RECALL  OF  JAKE  McGOLDRICK) 

FPPCI.D.  #1297047 


sengers.  One  of  the  boardees 
was  smoking  so  the  driver  asked 
the  suspect  to  extinguish  his 
cigarette  before  boarding  the  bus. 

The  suspect  told  the  driver 
that  he  was  “uptight”  and  contin¬ 
ued  to  verbally  assault  him. 

At  Sixth  and  Geary,  the  driver 
asked  the  suspect  and  his  com¬ 
panion  to  exit  the  bus.  Outside 
the  bus,  the  suspect  punched  two 
rear  door  windows,  causing  them 
to  crack. 

The  bus  driver  drove  to  the 
Richmond  Station  and  reported 
the  incident.  Officers  responded 
to  the  scene  and  detained  the  sus¬ 
pect,  who  had  alcohol  on  his 
breath  and  blood  on  his  fist. 

The  suspect  was  transported 
to  Richmond  Station  and  booked. 

Battery,  Malicious  Mischief: 
May  19,  2:10  a.m.,  3100  Block 
of  Clement  Street 

A  customer  in  a  local  bar  was 
told  that  he  had  to  leave  because 
it  was  closing  time.  When  the  22- 
year-old  suspect  refused  to  co¬ 
operate,  the  bartender  took  the 
glass  from  his  hand  and  escorted 
him  to  the  door. 

Several  minutes  later,  a 
Spanish-speaking  worker  at  the 
bar  left  to  catch  a  bus  home. 
While  waiting,  the  customer  re¬ 
turned  and  assaulted  the  employ¬ 
ee,  first  with  his  fists  and  then 
with  a  box  cutter  that  he  pulled 
out  of  his  pants  pocket. 

The  bartender  and  another 
person  heard  the  commotion  out¬ 
side  and  went  to  see  what  was 
happening.  They  grabbed  the 
suspect  and  locked  him  inside  the 
bar  until  police  could  arrive. 

Meanwhile,  about  a  half 
dozen  of  the  man’s  friends  ar¬ 
rived  and  started  breaking  the 
windows  of  the  bar  with  planks 
from  a  nearby  bench. 

“I’m  going  to  come  back  and 
shoot  the  place  up,”  one  suspect 
said.  “I’m  going  to  get  you.” 

The  suspects  fled  before  po¬ 
lice  officers  arrived,  but  the  man 
who  started  the  ruckus  was  ar¬ 
rested.  The  employee  who  was 
attacked  treated  himself  for  a 
busted  lip  and  other  minor  abra¬ 
sions. 

Criminal  Threats:  May  16, 
12:40  a.m.,  4200  Block  of 
Geary  Boulevard 

A  man  evicted  another  man 
who  was  staying  with  him  tem¬ 
porarily. 

The  evicted  man  returned  and 
broke  out  a  window  to  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  residence. 

While  in  the  presence  of  offi¬ 
cers,  the  suspect  threatened  the 
31-year-old  victim  in  Spanish. 


“I  will  come  back  and  I  will 
kill  you,”  the  suspect  said.  “I  will 
blow  this  place  up  and  shoot 
you.” 

Because  the  21 -year-old  sus¬ 
pect  has  credible  gang  connec¬ 
tions,  an  Emergency  Protective 
Order  was  sought. 

Bank  Robbery:  May  16, 
11:23  a.m.,  3500  Block  of 
Geary  Boulevard 

Police  officers  responded  to  a 
call  from  a  bank  that  had  just 
been  robbed. 

The  suspect  gave  the  teller  a 
note  saying  the  bank  was  being 
robbed. 

The  suspect  was  given  an 
undisclosed  amount  of  money 
and  fled  the  bank,  eastbound  on 
Geary  Boulevard. 

The  investigation  is  ongoing. 

Flasher:  May  21,  10:50  a.m.. 
Golden  Gate  Park 

A  woman  was  sitting  on  a 
park  bench  near  the 

Conservatory  of  Flowers 
when  a  male  approached  wearing 
only  a  navy  blue  pea  coat  and 
started  unbuttoning  the  coat. 

The  woman  accused  the  sus¬ 
pect  of  being  a  flasher,  as  he  was 
not  wearing  any  pants,  shoes  or 
socks. 

The  suspect  denied  the  accu¬ 
sation  and  walked  away. 

Robbery,  Purse  Snatch: 
May  8,  5:35  p.m.,  5700  Block  of 
Geary  Boulevard 

A  couple  was  having  dinner  at 
a  Geary  Boulevard  restaurant. 
The  female  victim  hung  her 
purse  over  the  back  of  her  chair 
while  she  was  eating. 

The  suspects  entered  the 
restaurant  and  sat  down  at  the 
table  next  to  the  victim.  Shortly 
after  ordering  a  soda,  the  sus¬ 
pects  left  the  establishment. 

Within  minutes,  the  female 
victim  realized  her  purse,  with 
her  her  identification,  cell  phone, 
credit  cards  and  money,  was 
missing.  She  gave  police  officers 
a  description  of  the  suspects. 

Commercial  Burglaries: 
Between  May  8  and  May  10, 
early  morning  hours,  various 
locations  along  Geary  and 
Clement  commercial  corridors 

There  were  seven  reported 
commercial  burglaries  along  the 
Clement  and  Geary  corridors 
during  a  two-day  span. 

There  were  several  different 
means  of  forced  entry  into  the 
businesses.  Food,  money  and  cell 
phones  were  taken. 

The  SF  Police  Department’s 
burglary  detail  is  working  on 
solving  the  case. 
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giving  your  roof 


Green  is  PG&E’s  Solar  Saturdays -classes  where  you  can 
learn  how  to  add  “Energy  Source”°to  your  roof’s  resume. 

To  find  out  more  and  sign  up,  visit  . y 

letsgreenthiscity.com  A 
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learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  Flash  Cards 


Proven  effective  lor  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  has  1?  lilies 
for  language  aits  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 
cards.  Fun  activities 
included 
individua 
group  prai 

t  o 

shoes 

*1  Cl 


in  activities  %&  * 

,  «?  4  Flash/ 


© 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


Opportunity  Knocks? 


Let  our  60  years  of  experience 
here  in  the  Richmond  District 
benefit  you ...  call  today  for  our 
professional  expertise  at 

752-3600 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 

Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
" Full  Service  At  Your  Service " 


4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 
www.cournaleco.com 


City  Hall 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 


IOA,  Balboa  Street  projects 


IOA  Project 

Last  month,  I  attended  a  won¬ 
derful  event  organized  by  the 
Institute  on  Aging  and  Bridge 
Housing  celebrating  the  antici¬ 
pated  Geary  Boulevard  Senior 
Living  and  Health  Center  (the 
Center).  Also  present  at  the  event 
were  supporters  of  the  Center, 
such  as  baseball  Hall  of  Famer 
Willie  Mays  and  dozens  of  the 
community  groups  that  have 
worked  very  hard  to  get  this  pro¬ 
ject  to  where  it  is  now.  The 
Center,  located  on  Geary  and 
Arguello  boulevards,  will  bring 
the  Richmond  District  150  units 
of  much-needed  affordable  hous¬ 
ing  for  seniors. 

When  Bridge  Housing  first 
came  to  me  with  the  proposal  for 
the  housing  project,  I  had  some 
concerns.  I  heard  from  neighbor¬ 
hood  groups  such  as  the 
Francisco  Heights  Civic 
Association  and  the  Jordan  Park 
Neighborhood  Association  which 
said  that  the  project  was  too  tall 
and  too  dense  for  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  I  worked  with  the 
Planning  Department,  local 
stakeholders,  the  Institute  on 
Aging  and  Bridge  Housing  to 
scale  it  down  to  a  size  that  is 
much  more  appropriate  for  that 
location.  I  am  very  happy  with 
the  modified  project  and  look 
forward  to  the  ground-breaking 
very  soon. 

This  project  is  supported  by  a 
plethora  of  community  organiza¬ 
tions,  including;  Senior  Action 
Network,  Planning  Association 
for  the  Richmond  (PAR),  the 
Richmond  District  YMCA,  San 
Francisco  Organizing  Project 
(Star  of  the  Sea  Church),  San 
Francisco  Tomorrow,  SPUR’s 
Urban  Design  Review 
Committee  and  the  Project 
Review  Committee,  Meals  on 
Wheels,  and  Self  Help  for  the 
Elderly. 

Great  Streets-Improvements  to 
Outer  Balboa 

The  Richmond  District  will 
soon  benefit  from  a  program 
called  “The  Great  Streets 


Program.”  The  Great  Streets 
Program  was  created  in 
September  2005  to  design  and 
implement  one-time  capital  in¬ 
vestments  on  a  series  of  streets 
across  the  City,  demonstrating 
best  practices  in  street  design  and 
the  value  of  landscaping,  lighting 
and  pedestrian  safety  to  improv¬ 
ing  life  in  our  neighborhoods. 

The  projects  are  funded  primarily 
through  a  multi-year  federal 
transportation  bill  called 
“SAFETEA,”  which  together 
will  local  funds,  enabled  the 
Richmond  District  to  enjoy  $1 
million  of  improvements. 

The  improvements  will  be  fo¬ 
cused  on  Balboa  Street  between 
34th  and  39th  avenues  and  in¬ 
clude  sidewalk  bulbouts  with 
new  curb  ramps,  raised  sidewalk 
planters  with  cobblestone  where 
applicable,  street  trees,  upgraded 
street  lights  that  will  be  more  en¬ 
ergy  efficient  and  that  emit  a  bet¬ 
ter  quality  of  light,  and  raised 
sidewalk  planters. 

Congestion  Pricing  Wins 
Support  in  US 

Traffic  congestion  threatens 
our  city’s  quality  of  life  and  eco¬ 
nomic  vitality  in  many  different 
ways,  whether  it  is  long,  unpre¬ 
dictable  commutes  that  rob  us  of 
time  spent  with  our  families  or  at 
the  office  or  delays  that  increase 
the  time  and  costs  of  delivering 
good  and  services  or  the  degrada¬ 
tion  of  our  environment,  health 
and  safety.  Congestion  pricing  is 
a  way  to  manage  our  transporta¬ 
tion  network  by  charging  drivers 
a  fee  to  drive  cars  in  congested 
areas  during  the  most  congested 
times,  and  reinvest  those  rev¬ 
enues  into  alternatives  that  make 
more  efficient  use  of  the  system 
and  enhance  our  quality  of  life. 
Drivers  could  decide  if  the  con¬ 
venience  of  arriving  at  their  des¬ 
tination  faster  and  on-time  is 
worth  a  modest  fee  or  they  could 
use  alternatives,  like  taking  tran¬ 
sit,  carpooling  or  biking  or  de¬ 
cide  to  travel  at  less  congested 
times  of  day. 

Congestion  pricing  has  al¬ 


Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  Junior  Golf  Program 


Summer  Calendar 


Golf  professionals  at  the  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  are 
offering  youth  aged  7  to  17  years  old  weekly  and  mid-weekly 
golf  instruction  from  June  8  to  August  13. 

Golfers  will  learn  the  foundations  of  a  good  golf  swing,  the 
facets  of  the  “short  game”  and  a  general  education  of  rules  and 
etiquette.  (The  average  student  to  instructor  ratio  is  6  to  1 .) 

Weekly  Programs,  for  youth  aged  7  -  1 7,  are  conducted  daily 
from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

(dates:  6/18-6/22;  6/25-6/29;7/9-7/13;  7/16-7/20;  7/23-7/27;  7/30- 
8/3;  8/6-8/10;  8/13-8/17;  8/20-8/24) 

Half  day  classes  are  available  from  8  a.m.  to  noon. 

Cost:  $495  for  all-day  classes  and  $300  for  half-day  classes 

For  more  information,  (415)  221-9911 
To  download  an  application,  go  to  www.playlincoln.com 


The  Dubliner  Bar 

Lincoln  @20th  Avenue 

An  Irish  Sports  Bar  &  Grill 

Enjoy  your  favorite  beverage  and  a  meal! 

floppy  Hour  Every  Day  4-7  p.m. 

$3.50  well  drinks  and  draff  beer  specials 

Sundays  and  Mondays: 
fREE  POOL !!!! 

fridays:  Singles  Night 
Singles  get  2-for-l  on  any  drink  7-9  p.m. 


Bring  this  ad  in  anytime  for  a 
2-FOR-I  DRINK  DEAL! 


1849  Lincoln  Way 
C415)  242-9930 


ready  been  implemented  in  other 
world-class  cities  like  Singapore, 
London,  Stockholm  and  Rome. 

It  has  helped  these  cities  reduce 
delays  by  as  much  as  26  percent, 
increase  transit  ridership  by  be¬ 
tween  5  percent  and  1 8  percent 
and  reduce  emissions  from  cars 
and  trucks  by  15  percent.  The 
London  system  has  been  so  suc¬ 
cessful  it  was  expanded  to  a  larg¬ 
er  area,  and  Stockholm  voters  ap¬ 
proved  a  referendum  to  imple¬ 
ment  congestion  pricing  perma¬ 
nently  last  year.  Here  in  the  U.S., 
New  York  City  Mayor  Michael 
Bloomberg  is  pursuing  conges¬ 
tion  pricing,  with  the  support  of 
the  business  community.  Citing 
the  strategic  question  of  “growth 
or  gridlock,”  the  mayor’s  propos¬ 
al  looks  to  congestion  pricing  as 
a  way  to  boost  productivity  and 
quality  of  life,  as  well  as  sustain¬ 
able  growth.  The  Transportation 
Authority’s  Mobility,  Access  and 
Pricing  Study  will  look  at 
whether  this  type  of  program 
could  work  in  San  Francisco  in 
the  context  of  our  local  and  re¬ 
gional  transportation  system, 
with  the  goal  of  improving  mo¬ 
bility  and  enhancing  access  to  a 
full  range  of  employment,  busi¬ 
ness  and  recreational  activities  in 
San  Francisco.  The  public  is  par¬ 
ticipating  through  several  adviso¬ 
ry  committees  and  public  work¬ 
shops  to  be  scheduled  this  sum¬ 
mer  and  fall.  San  Francisco  is  a 
cutting-edge  city  in  many  ways, 
and  our  transportation  policy 
should  be  no  different.  To  learn 
more  about  how  to  get  involved 
with  the  public  workshops  or  to 
get  more  information  on  conges¬ 
tion  pricing,  visit  www.sfmobili- 
ty.org. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  the 
District  1  supervisor. 

Library  starts 
reading  club 

The  San  Francisco  Public 
Library  offers  a  variety  of  pro¬ 
grams  that  encourage  children  in 
all  age  groups  to  read  during  the 
summer  months.  Participants 
may  sign  up  at  any  neighborhood 
branch  library  or  bookmobile, 
and  earn  prizes  based  on  the 
number  of  hours  devoted  to  read¬ 
ing.  Some  prizes  include  free 
books  and  passes  to  Bay  Area 
family  amusement  parks  for  the 
younger  age  group,  and  free  art 
classes,  airline  tickets,  and  iPod 
merchandise  for  teenagers. 

The  Summer  Reading  Club, 
for  children  up  to  age  13,  is  a 
citywide  program  that  runs  from 
Saturday,  June  16  to  Saturday, 
Aug.  11.  Participants  can  read 
whatever  interests  them,  includ¬ 
ing  books  in  languages  other  than 
English,  and  librarians  have  pre¬ 
pared  a  summer  reading  list  with 
recommended  titles  that  fit  this 
year’s  mystery  and.exploration 
theme. 

As  in  years  past,  children 
preschool-age  and  younger  may 
participate  in  the  Summer 
Reading  Club  by  having  some¬ 
one  read  to  them.  This  year,  to 
help  families  and  caregivers  fos¬ 
ter  pre-literacy  skills,  the  library 
will  have  special  reading  logs 
and  offer  age-appropriate  prizes 
to  children  up  to  age  3  who  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Baby/Toddler 
Summer  Reading  Club. 

For  teenagers  ages  13-18,  the 
library  runs  its  Teen  Summer 
Read  program  from  Friday,  June 
15,  to  Friday,  July  27,  for  those 
who  want  to  read  books,  maga¬ 
zines,  graphic  novels  or  newspa¬ 
pers  to  qualify  for  prizes.  For 
youths  ages  10-16,  they  are  also 
eligible  to  become  Kid  Power 
volunteers. 

For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 
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Police  Beal 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 

Bicycle  safety,  delivering  smiles 


During  the  month  of  June,  Richmond 
Station,  along  with  our  community  part¬ 
ners  will  be  hosting  a  bicycle  safety  cam¬ 
paign.  The  police  will  join  with  SF  Safety 
Awareness  for  Everyone  (SAFE),  SF 
Bicycle  Coalition,  Municipal  Transit 
Authority,  AAA,  Senior  Action  Network 
(SAN)  and  the  SF  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  to  educate  the  community 
about  bicycle  safety. 

The  campaign  outreaches  to  everyone 
in  hopes  that  we  can  learn  to  share  the 
roadways  in  a  safe  manner.  If  you’re  a  bi¬ 
cyclist,  don’t  ride  on  the  sidewalk,  obey 
traffic  laws  and  utilize  bicycle  lanes.  If 
you’re  a  motorist,  don’t  double  park  in 
bike  lanes,  look  before  you  open  your  car 
door,  obey  the  laws  and  be  considerate  of 
bicyclists.  Besides  community  education 
and  awareness,  officers  will  conduct  en¬ 
forcement  related  to  bicycle  safety.  Police 
enforcement  will  include  violations  for  rid¬ 
ing  a  bicycle,  coaster,  skateboard  or  roller 
skates  on  the  sidewalk,  blocking  a  bike 
lane  and  other  related  offenses. 

On  May  30,  the  Senior  Action  Network 
hosted  a  public  demonstration  for  pedestri¬ 
an  safety  at  Arguello  and  Geary  boule¬ 
vards.  SAN  represents  seniors  in  the  City 
and  neighborhood  that  don’t  feel  safe 
walking  due  to  bicycles  or  skateboards  on 
the  sidewalk  and  unsafe  motorists.  Their 
citywide  campaign  is  “Sidewalks  are  for 
Pedestrians!” 

On  June  2,  we  hosted  a  kick-off  event 
for  our  bicycle  safety  campaign  at  Cabrillo 
Playground.  The  kid’s  bike  fair  provided  a 
wealth  of  safety  information  from  our  part¬ 
nering  agencies,  a  bike  rodeo,  helmet  give¬ 
away,  kid’s  activities  and  a  barbecue 
served  up  by  officers  from  Richmond 


Station.  Our 
appreciation 
goes  out  to  the 
San  Francisco 
Police  Officers 
Association, 
which  spon¬ 
sored  the  kid’s 
bike  fair, 
along  with  a 
generous  do¬ 
nation  from  Avenue  Cyclery. 

If  you  would  like  to  come  by  Richmond 
Station  at  461  Sixth  Ave.,  safety  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  kid’s  bike  fair  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  the  lobby.  Please  remember, 
“Traffic  Safety  Begins  With  You!” 

Serving  Our  Community 

Two  swing  watch  officers  took  a  bur¬ 
glary  report  where  a  television  was  stolen. 
After  chatting  with  the  children  in  the 
home,  the  officers  went  to  a  local  store, 
bought  a  new  television  and  delivered  it  to 
the  family.  The  officer  told  me  the  smile 
on  the  daughter’s  face  when  she  saw  the 
new  television  was  worth  every  penny 
spent. 

In  the  early  morning  hours,  officers  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  5700  block  of  Geary  on  a 
call  of  a  person  with  a  gun.  The  officers 
had  a  good  clothing  description  of  the  in¬ 
volved  individuals  as  they  entered  the 
premise.  They  safely  and  quickly  located 
and  detained  the  suspect  and  found  a  semi¬ 
automatic  handgun  in  the  suspect’s  waist¬ 
band.  Further  investigation  revealed  that 
the  incident  could  have  escalated  into  vio¬ 
lence  due  to  a  minor  altercation  between 
patrons.  I  commend  the  citizen  that  called 
the  police  and  the  midnight  officers  for 
their  swiff  action. 

For  this  month’s  meeting,  the 
Police/Community  Forum  will  be  hosting 
its  monthly  meeting  in  the  district  at  St. 
Thomas  Apostle  Church,  Ryan  Hall,  3835 
Balboa  St.  (cross  of  39th),  at  7  p.m. 
Residents  can  bring  their  concerns  to  me 
and  I  will  give  a  brief  overview  of  safety 
issues  in  the  neighborhood. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the  commanding 
officer  at  the  Richmond  Police  Station. 


Mark  Your  Calendar 

Realty  Wealth  Advisors 

Investment  Seminars 


June  7,  2007  -  6:30  to  8:30  pm 

Old  Republic  Title 

1900  The  Alameda,  2nd  floor 

San  Jose,  CA  95126 

June  8,  2007  -  6:30  to  8:30  pm 

Giorgio's  Ristorante 
300  Drakes  Landing  Rd 
Greenbrae,  CA  94904 


June  9,  2007  -  6:30  to  8:30  pm 

The  Presidio  Golf  Club 
8  Presidio  Terrace 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 


RSVP  at  415-391-3076 
or  on  the  web  at: 


Call  for  a  Free  Consultation! 

Scott  Moeller 

Managing  Broker  and  Wealth  Advisor 

4153913076OFF1CE 

888244.5850  TOLL  FREE 

Scott@RealtyWealthAdvisors.com 
|  Sponsored  by: 

FirstCal 

First  California  Mortgage  Company 


“ Here's  What  You  Need,"  “Here's  What  You  Do," 
and  “What's  Going  On"  sections  ensure  that  you 
don't  have  to  be  a  science  whiz  to  explore  and 
explain  science  to  youngsters. 


“Exploratopia  is  a  portable 
Aladdin’s  cave  of  science  and 
Knowledge  exploration.” 

-Larissa  McKay 
Eclectic  Homeschool  Online 


Exploratopia:  More  than  400  kid-friendly 
Experiments  and  explorations  for  curious  minds 


More  than  400  science  activities  for  ages  8  and  up, 
Using  readily  accessible,  inexpensive  materials, 
Making  it  ideal  for  families  and  homeschoolers 
Full-color  photographs  and  illustrations 
throughout 

373  pages,  Little,  Brown  and  Company 
$29.99 


To  see  sample  activities 
Or  to  order,  go  to 
www.exploratopia.com 


expl 
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ratorium 

perception 


The  Casbah 
of  Clement. 


In  the  neighborhood  west  of  Arguello,  a  riot 
of  sights  and  sounds  make  the  Richmond 
one  of  the  most  colorful  areas  in  the  City. 

From  red-hot  Kung  Pao  to  Green  Apple 
Books,  the  Richmond's  got  a  little  of 
everything.  And  surroundings  that  are  no 
less  spectacular  than  Golden  Gate  Park, 
the  Presidio,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

At  Hill  &  Co,  we've  been  helping  people  find 


the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their  aspira¬ 
tions  since  1956.  And  we've  helped  them 
sell  their  homes  too,  when  they’ve  been  ready 
to  move  on  to  new  dreams. 

If  you’d  like  more  information  about  the 
Richmond,  or  about  any  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  City,  call  us  at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000. 
Or  visit  our  website  at  www.hill-co.com. 

Co/or  us  helpful. 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)  931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management  /  Rental  Office 

T:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 777  F:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 775 


24th  Street  Office 

3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
T:  (415)  824-1100 
F:  (415)  321-4350 


HDLL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 
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For  more  information,  call  751-6600  or  www.rdnc.org 
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There  is  life  after  retirement  for 
man  willing  to  share  life's  skills 


by  Artcnc  Silverman 

Richmond  District  resident 
Ray  Wright  has  an  illustrious  re 
sume  As  a  young  man.  he  served 
in  the  Army  Corps  of  Knginccrs 
He  then  went  on  to  become  a 
professor  of  geology  for  14  years 
in  places  as  diverse  as  Wisconsin 
and  Costa  Rica  Hr  spent  two 
years  at  a  research  center  in 
Argentina  When  he  retired  from 
IrttonMobil  in  Houston  as  a  re 
seats  her  and  strategK  planner  af 
ter  IH  years  in  IWJ,  he  and  his 
wife  Cynthia,  who  also  has  a 
Ph  0  in  geology,  moved  to  San 
Francisco 

Retired"  is  probably  tv  a  the 
operative  word  here,  however. 
At  67.  Wright  has  joined  the 
ranks  of  those  who  lair  on  new 


and  satisfying  work  later  in  life 
But  hc'i  not  drawing  a  salary, 
rather,  he  has  found  a  job  he 
loves  and  where  he  volunteers 
his  lime  25  hours  each  week  to 
prove  it 

This  arrangement  started 
when  Wright  visited  the 
I  sploraiotiuni  the  city's  wield 
famous  museum  of  science,  an 
and  human  perception  As  a  set 
enlist,  hr  was  drawn  by  its  rrpu 
talion  and  Us  "learning  through 
inquiry"  approash  Within  a  few 
months,  hr  became  a  volunteer  at 
the  t-.aploralonum  and  eight 
years  later  hr  is  still  going 
string 

"I  knew  that  I  wanted  Id  spend 
my  retirement  life  nsmg  my 
skills  to  help  promote  screme 
education  and  literacy  The 


Exploratorium  offered  that  op¬ 
portunity  in  spades."  Wnght  said 

His  service  is  a  partnership 
between  the  Ksploratorium  and 
Retired  Senior  Volunteer  Prog 
ram  of  San  Francisco  and 
Alameda  counties  iRSVPi,  a  7  V 
year  old  orgam/alion  that  match 
es  adults  55  and  over  with  non 
profit  groups  which  need  their 
help 

Bringing  hts  professional 
know  ledge  with  him.  W  njttM  has 
done  a  variety  of  behind  the 
scenes  tasks  at  the  Ftploralor- 
turn  He  has  worked  on  every 
thing  from  the  interpretation  of 
tomplea  data  to  an  analysis  of 
bow  visitors  used  a  key  exhibit  al 
the  museum  before  and  after  a 
number  of  design  changes  had 
been  madr 

"Wherever  he  settles,  he 
quickly  generates  corridor  cent 
versatfcmc  that  are  a  mis  of  awe 
and  reverence,"  sard  Sue  Allen, 
manager  of  vi error  rr sears  h  at  the 
Fsphuatiwium  "Have  you  seen 
this  report’'  someone  will  say 
It's  full  of  great  mfn  about  our 
audience,  and  M's  right  up  lo 
dale  '  Ray  Is  an  excellent  com 
numreator.  a  delightful  and  good 
humored  colleague,  and  an  in 
credible  gift  lo  this  organira 
Iron  “ 

Wnght  it  one  of  170  volun 
leers  who  worked  at  the 
Fspioralnnum  last  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Deirdrr  Araujo  manager 
of  volunteer  services  al  the 
Ftphuatieium  They  helped  with 
visitor  services,  special  events, 
physics  of  toys,  and  special  re 
search  projects  la  electrical  and 
mechanical  engineering,  among 
many  others 

Ray  is  not  •!•**  in  lut  prefer 
eat*  for  volunteering  over  uthrr 
pursuits  The  so  called  Baby 
Bomnrts'  level  of  volunteering  la 
higher  than  N  has  ever  been,  in 
part  because  mrmhrrs  of  die  gen 
rial  ion  wailed  longer  to  have 
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The  Barking  Lot 

dog  g 

322 
C415)  831 

rooming  anion 

19  Balboa  St. 

BARK  or  831  2275 

Pvt  Styllmt  Joy  Bonmtull 
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or**  Tursdxy  -  Saturday 
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experiencing 
Changes  in 


Memory? 


California  Pacific 
Medical  Center 


Mvrb  tarn  fa *  Life 


Whrthcr  you  need  <*  rnolicdl 
evaluation  or  Minplv  wixh  to 
optimize  V*»ur  mental  functioning, 
the  Mrav  tr  v  C  lime  ha'  mtv  mu 

to  oiler 

Free  Memory  Workshop 
Second  Tharvi.iy  ol  each  month 
Call  41VntfkW8U  or  *0^242-1227 
for  more  information 


Mornory  CHnie 

2324  Sacrtmanto ! 

San  Franciuoo  CA  94115 

41b  BOO  3880 
wwwcpmc  or^mumory 

Beyond  Medicine. 


Ray  Wright  is  a  rutired  gaologist  who  voluntuars  with 
tho  Retired  S anior  Volunteer  Program.  Wright  moved 
from  Taaas  to  San  Francisco's  Richmond  District  nine 
years  ago. 


children  and  many  find  them 
selves  volunteering  in  ihett  chil 
drrn’i  classronavs  al  a  later  age 
Volunteering  among  nhkr  adullc 
like  Wnght  n  almost  40  percent 
highrt  than  il  was  m  19*0 

No  mailer  whal  one’s  age. 
Wright  who  started  volunteering 
through  FssnoMobrl.  gives  this 
adver  In  those  who  arr  thinking 
about  community  service  "I 
would  advise  someone  still 
working  to  hr  gin  planning  years 
before  retirement  Ask  yourself 
whal  you  like  to  do  What  do  you 
want  In  accomplish’  Whal  gives 
you  pleasure  and  how  can  you 
maintain  that  pleasure  sad  ex¬ 
pand  iui  M’  Tahr  yarn  time  in  all 
ibis  cogitation,  and  by  the  time 
you  retire  you  will  he  well  pee 
pared  for  your  next  career  ” 

Michael  Collins.  RSVP  ad 
mini  strati*,  agrees  with  Wright 
and  adds  that  prospective  retirees 
are  encouraged  lo  ack  them 
'  selves  Will  I  wane  to  nwstinur  in 
do  whal  Tv*  dune  before  ur  try 
v worthing  new*  Will  I  prefer  to 
work  wirti  people  or  aiowr  ’  Whal 

make  loue  time  cveata  like 
fundraising  walks  >v  runs.  I*  leg 
star  weekly  assignments  f»  And 
whar  ih>  I  warn  to  gel  oral  of  (hr 
rsprnrncr  * 

Sum*  People  l  ike  It  Caul 

Wnght  and  hts  wife  moved  to 
bars  Haas  taco  because  si  gives 
them  "the  greatest  stimulation 
living  in  a  large  stty  "  Alsu.  M 
appears  that  the  famous  City 
breeze*  are  part  of  I  he  reason 
they  moved  here.  twee,  hr  says, 
"both  my  wife  and  I  prefer  the 
cooler  weather  of  San  Francisco 
and  I  hr  Richmond  District  after 
HmaT 

They  got  to  know  the 
Richmond  District  when  they 
visited  a  cousin  of  Cynthia's, 
who  had  come  w>  ban  Francisco 
la  1914  and  settled  on  Lake 
Street 


“We  like  the  area  because  of 
its  proximity  to  the  Geary 
Avenue  area  of  small  shops  and 
it's  reasonably  close  to  the 
F.xploratorium."  Wright  said 
"I've  gotten  to  know  and  appre 
ctatr  i hr  geography  at  the  west 
era  Presidio,  the  Outer 
Richmond.  Golden  Gate  Park 
and  the  Outer  Sunset  through 
long  walks  " 

It's  also  near  the  Fromm 
Institute  where  hr  takes  classes, 
the  Itfrlsmg  learning  program  for 
retired  individuals  housed  on  the 
0SF  campus 

A  dedicated  volunteer  and 
data  collector.  Wright  says 
"About  *.500  Richmond  rest 
dears  visited  the  Fsplswaliwium 
last  year,  and  more  than  1.100 
students  from  16  Richmond 
District  schools  took  part  in  our 
Field  Trip  Program  ~ 

RSVP  offers  u  vunerv  of  roi- 
mn leer  oppsirnmine  i  far  admin 
mer  the  age  af  IJ  for  mure  us 
formation.  rail  (4H)  7JI  JJJS, 
ar  rinrf  the  Weh  nr*  ml 
WWW  rtvptf  arg  To  find  oat 
dhosrr  volunteer  oppoetmnuiei  at 
the  ftpioruhwtam.  visit  its  Wrh 
t  tie  al  www  r  iplorutortwm  edm 

Geary  BRT 

Corstinsrwd  from  page  1 

buses  serving  the  route  daily  or 
increase  the  number  of  seats 
available  for  Richmond  real 
dents 

The  Muni  III  Geary  makes 
about  50.000  passenger  trips  dur 
mg  a  weekday  The  project  is  be 
mg  fuaslrd.  ta  part,  by  Prop  K 
funds  The  2001  balls*  measure 
created  the  Geary  BRT  project 

The  FIR  is  expected  to  be 
completed  la  about  |M  months 
Al  that  time,  the  SF  County 
Transportation  Authority  will 
vote  to  implement  one  of  the  op 
Items  bring  slushed 


You  might  not  be  able  to  do 
everything  at  once,  you  can 
however  do  H  all  in  one  place. 
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One  of  City's  most  prolific  builders 
was  early  automobile  enthusiast 


Photos:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


Fernando  Nelson  built  30  Presidio  Terrace  (above)  and 
684  Second  Ave.  (right). 


by  Judith  Kahn 

Fernando  Nelson  was  one  of 
San  Franciscan’s  most  prolific 
residential  builders,  as  well  as 
one  of  its  earliest  automobile  en¬ 
thusiasts  . 

Nelson  built  as  many  as  4,000 
houses  in  San  Francisco  -  in  the 
Richmond,  Haight-Ashbury,  Noe 
V.alley,  Eureka  Valley,  West 
Portal,  Sunset  and  the  Presidio 
Terrace  -  nearly  75  percent  of 
which  still  stand  today.  It  is  said 
that  if  all  the  houses  he  built 
were  placed  side  by  side  they 
would  stretch  from  the  Ferry 
Building  to  the  Presidio.  During 
his  construction  career,  he  boast¬ 
ed  that  he  had  built  more  houses 
in  San  Francisco  that  any  other 
individual  or  corporation. 

Nelson’s  career  began  in  1890 
and  continued  through  the  late 
1930s  -  a  span  of  more  than  60 
years.  Equally  impressive  as  the 
number  of  houses  Nelson  built 
was  the  variety  of  architectural 
styles  he  employed  and  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  his  craftsmanship.  He  set 
the  standards  other  builders  fol¬ 
lowed. 

Nelson  was  also  known  for 
his  efficiency  and  cost-cutting 
practices.  He  would  bargain  for 
mixed  nails  from  broken  kegs 
and  bring  them  home  for  his  chil¬ 
dren  to  sort. 

Bom  in  New  York  to  a  Danish 
father  and  German  mother. 
Nelson  came  to  San  Francisco  in 
1860  at  the  age  of  15.  He  began 
his  work  in  San  Francisco  pri¬ 
marily  as  a  carpenter  for  other 
builders,  but  he  would  occasion¬ 
ally  take  on  projects  of  his  own 
in  between  jobs.  At  the  age  of  22, 
he  built  his  first  home,  which  is 
no  longer  standing,  at  30th  and 
Church  streets. 

Over  a  short  period  of  time. 
Nelson  the  carpenter  became 
Nelson  the  developer,  going  from 
building  one  home  at  a  time  to 
developing  entire  blocks.  He 
built  Victorians  in  the  Mission 
and  Castro  districts  during  the 
1870s  and  1880s. 


He  also  went  on  to  build 
homes  in  the  city’s  first  “restrict¬ 
ed  neighborhoods.”  The  re¬ 
stricted  areas  provided  spacious 
lots,  well-designed  homes  and 
prohibited  urban  nuisances,  like 
laundries,  stables  and  saloons. 

In  1897,  he  purchased  groups 
of  adjoining  lots  in  the  area  of 
Castro  and  20th  streets.  He  then 
built  a  house  just  off  the  south¬ 
east  comer  of  the  intersection  to 
serve  as  a  home  for  his  family 
and  a  model  of  the  quality  of 
homes  he  would  be  building  in 
the  neighborhood.  His  shop  and 
lumberyard  occupied  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  lot. 

Nelson  developed  most  of 
what  is  now  called  the  West 
Portal  neighborhood  (roughly 
bounded  by  Taraval,  Kensington, 
Portola  Drive,  Sloat  Boulevard 
and  19th  Avenue). 

By  the  turn  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury,  his  strategy  was  to  buy  land 
and  build  homes  as  soon  as  new 
streetcar  lines  were  laid.  By  the 
late  1930s,  he  was  building 
some  of  the  first  modem  suburbs 
in  the  City. 

Nelson  would  offer  customers 
two  floor  plans,  which  he  kept  on 
each  side  of  a  card.  The  customer 
could  select  Plan  A  or  B.  As  for 
the  home’s  exterior  trim,  the  buy¬ 
er  could  choose  from  pattern 
books  supplied  by  mills  or  leave 
the  selections  to  Nelson.  One  of 
patterns  most  frequently  used  by 
Nelson  was  called  doughnuts  -  a 
series  of  joined  circles  cut  out  of 
redwood  and  attached  over  the 
front  porches  of  the  houses  he 
built.  This  pattern  was  used  by 
Nelson  as  a  way  to  cut  costs  and 
soon  became  his  signature  design 
-  it  became  a  way  of  identifying 
a  home  built  by  Nelson  before 
1912. 

Nelson  always  carried  a 
leather  receipt  book  in  his  hip 
pocket  for  any  on-the-spot  trans¬ 
actions.  Oftentimes,  he  would 
get  an  idea  and  scrawl  it  on  an 
envelope  or  paper  bag. Then  he 
would  take  it  to  the  Timly 
Brothers,  who  would  then  pro¬ 


duce  the  design  details.  When  it 
came  time  to  build,  Nelson 
would  have  them  place  the  ap¬ 
propriate  design  on  the  house. 

Although  Nelson  was  know  as 
a  Victorian  builder,  he  employed 
other  architectural  styles.  He  bor¬ 
rowed  freely  from  others  and 
adopted  prevailing  tastes  of  the 
day  while  adding  his  own  signa¬ 
ture  details.  In  the  Richmond 
District,  he  built  a  variety  of 
homes  including  late  Queen 
Anne,  Edwardian  and  Craftsman 
style  homes. 

Nelson  was  not  an  architect 
and  built  modest  homes  for 
working  class  families.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  Nelson’s  last  large  -scale 
development  was  Merced  Manor, 
built  in  the  1930s.  It  ran  from 
19th  to  26th  avenues,  between 
Sloat  Boulevard  and  Eucalyptus 
Drive.  Homes  in  this  area  were 
built  on  wide  lots  and  were  of 
Spanish  style,  with  characteristic 
red  tile  roofs.  The  utilities  were 
built  underground  and  garages 
faced  an  alleyway.  In  the  1930s, 
these  features  were  considered 
unique. 

After  the  earthquake  in  1906, 
Nelson’s  building  career  was 
briefly  interrupted  when  the 
Army  confiscated  all  of  his  lum¬ 
ber  supplies  to  build  temporary 
refugee  shacks.  Nelson  and  his 
crew  spent  the  first  weeks  after 
the  catastrophe  jacking  up  build¬ 
ings  and  realigning  them  on  then- 
foundations. 

As  lumber  became  more 
available,  Nelson  resumed  con¬ 
struction  in  the  Inner  Richmond, 
first  building  a  comer  home  for 
his  son  William  at  10th  Avenue 
and  Fulton  Street.  By  1907, 
Nelson  once  again  started  to 
build  singe-family  homes. 

Nelson  had  established  his 
reputation  as  an  excellent  builder 
after  the  earthquake  and  had 
made  good  money  selling  lots 
and  building  homes.  In  1909,  he 
bought  property  in  the  Presidio 
Terrace  and  for  the  first  time  had 

Continued  on  page  12 


Summer  of  Savings! 

Richmond  District  YMCA’s 
Summer  Special! 

Attention  Students: 

Enjoy  75  days  of  fitness  at  the 
Richmond  District  YMCA  for  $75. 


Simply  bring  in  a  valid  I.D.  to  be  eli¬ 
gible  for  this  special  offer. 

Offer  good  for  purchase  from  June  1 
through  July  15,  2007. 


Call  the  YMCA  or  go  to  our  website  at 
www.sfymca.org  for  more  information. 

Membership  good  for  Richmond  District  YMCA  only  includes 
full  facility  access  and  one-hour  orientation  with  trainer.  No  ini¬ 
tiation  fee.  Offer  good  for  new  and  returning  students  only. 

We  build  strong  kids,  strong  families,  strong  communities. 

Richmond  District  YMCA 
360 18th  Avenue  •  666-9622 

Financial  Assistance,  to  the  extent  possible,  is  made  available  through 
the  generosity  of  our  members  and  donors. 


The  Geary  BRT 
is  moving 
forward  with  an 
EIR,  and  still 
there  is  no  en- 
comic  impact 
study  being 
prepared  on  be¬ 
half  of  Geary 
merchants. 


Our  Future  is  in  Jeopardy 

■‘Please  tell  our  elected  representatives  we 
need  an  economic  impact  study.” 


greater 

Geary 

boulevard  ' 

merchants 

8>  property  owners 

association 

For  more  information:  www.SaveGearyBlvd.com 


David  Heller 
President 


Fifth  Generation 
In  The  Richmond  District! 


"Let  me  put  my  19  years 
of  Real  Estate  experience 
to  work  for  you." 

Residential,  Commercial  and  Investment  Properties.  Extensive 
experience  in  probate,  trust  and  1031  exchange  sales. 

Ed  Anderson 

(41 5)  380-4369 

First  San  Francisco  Realty 
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Five  smart  things  to  do 
before  you  sell  your  home: 


Plan  out  you  post-sale  choices. 

Continue  good  maintenance  procedures. 
Decide  about  removing  stored  belongings. 
Make  a  file  of  important  house  documents. 

Call  Bruce  for  a  free  market 
evaluation  and  sale  plan. 

Bruce  McKleroy 

415.353.5781 
bmckleroy@apr.  com 
McKleroy.  com 


apr.com  San  Francisco  Office  3701  Buchanan  St.  415.923.9700 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

/  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

✓  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

•/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 

✓  First  4  hours  FREE! 

</  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 


Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 

— 

wu-RAf-,  % 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 


BEST  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 
Fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dally. 


SfllRDS  ■  DESSERTS  ■  U1INC  ■  BEER  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


:$1  OFF 


DAILY 
SANDWICH 
sandwich  SPECIALS 


i 
I 
i 

^Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  6/30/07 j 


734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 


OPEN  7  DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


Supervisor  ignores  will  of  voters 


Continued  from  page  1 

should  not  limit  an  avenue  to 
home  ownership  called 
Tenancies  in  Common.  That’s 
where  tenants  living  in  an  apart¬ 
ment  building  pool  their  re¬ 
sources  to  buy  the  building. 
Oftentimes,  the  action  allows  a 
tenant  to  purchase  a  piece  of  real 
estate  in  San  Francisco  at  a  rate 
lower  than  the  cost  of  a  condo¬ 
minium  or  single-family  home. 

We  should  encourage  people 
who  want  to  own  a  piece  of  the 
City  to  do  so,  not  foreclose  then- 
options  to  do  so,  like 
McGoldrick  did  when  he  limited 
the  number  of  TICs  allowed  in 
the  City  to  200  a  year.  Less  than 
a  drop  in  the  bucket. 

With  two-thirds  of  the  City 
being  renters,  we  can  afford  to 
allow  more  people  to  own  then- 
homes  in  San  Francisco.  That’s 
what  the  voters  of  the  City  rec¬ 
ognized  when  they  passed 
Proposition  N  in  2000. 

Most  major  cities  have  about 
a  50-50  split  in  their  housing 
units  being  rentals  or  owned.  Our 
city  should  have  a  more  balanced 
mix  of  homeowners  and  renters. 

Funny  Thing  Happened 
On  Way  to  Recall 

Over  the  past  two  months,  I 
have  written  more  than  5,000 
words  about  why  McGoldrick 
should  be  recalled.  I  expected 
there  to  be  some  disagreement 
with  my  positions,  and  there  cer¬ 
tainly  is,  but  I  didn’t  expect  the 
vitriol  exhibited  toward  the  su¬ 
pervisor. 

Mail,  phone  calls  and  e-mails 
have  been  pouring  in  from  peo¬ 
ple  who  want  to  help  in  any  way 
possible. 

But,  I  realize  that  a  lot  of  the 
anger  exhibited  toward 
McGoldrick  is  also  directed  at 
the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
McGoldrick  is  only  one  misguid¬ 
ed  supervisor  purporting  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  people. 

Most  of  the  animosity  from 
the  public  is  from  people  who 
are  disgusted  at  the  actions  of 
our  elected  representatives,  from 
top  to  bottom.  As  a  lifelong 
Democrat,  I  have  encountered 
many  other  Democrats,  as  well 
as  Republicans  and 
Independents,  who  feel  this  city 
has  become  “the  city  that  doesn’t 
know  how”  because  of  its  so- 
called  “progressive”  politicians. 


For  example,  home  ownership 
possibilities  are  being  foreclosed 
by  board  actions  and  taxes,  fines 
and  fees  are  going  through  the 
roof,  hurting  the  poor,  middle 
class  and  families. 

There  isn’t  one  supervisor  on 
the  board  who  has  a  grasp  of  the 
simplest  economic  principals. 
That’s  why,  despite  having  a 
budget  of  about  $6  billion,  the 
board,  and  other  government 
agencies,  are  always  looking  for 
ways  to  extract  more  money 
from  the  pockets  of  working  San 
Franciscans. 

A  few  of  the  examples  in¬ 
clude: 

•  Parking  tickets  that  are  now 
$50.  A  quarter  gets  you  four  min¬ 
utes  in  many  parking  meters 
(which  often  have  a  half-hour 
limit,  hardly  enough  time  to  have 
lunch  without  running  out  to  feed 
the  meter  again).  A  group  has 
been  formed  to  fight  this  trend. 

•  Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano 
pushed  an  $80  million  tax  on 
businesses  to  pay  for  health  in¬ 
surance  for  those  without  insur¬ 
ance  in  San  Francisco.  He 
doesn’t  understand  (or  maybe  he 
does)  that  that  $80  million  is  go¬ 
ing  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
San  Franciscans  every  time  they 
buy  a  product  or  service  or  go  to 
a  restaurant.  For  many  working- 
class  San  Franciscans,  life  just 
gets  tougher  and  tougher.  It’s  that 
way  for  families,  minorities  and 
seniors  who  want  to  call  this  city 
home. 

•  The  SF  Public  Utilities 
Commission  (PUC)  wants  to  tax 
families  with  its  de-facto  dis¬ 
criminatory  3-tiered  water  rate 
schedule,  which  only  affects  sin¬ 
gle-family  homes.  Under  the 
PUC’s  scheme,  a  family  of  five 
would  pay  more  for  water  than  a 
family  with  two  members  living 
at  a  single  residence.  The  mayor, 
his  appointees  at  the  PUC,  and 
PUC  head  Susan  Leal  should  be 
ashamed  of  themselves.  To  prac¬ 
tice  discrimination  in  the  guise  of 
conservation  is  unethical  and 
punitive  against  the  citizens  of 
the  city  they  are  supposed  to  rep¬ 
resent.  I  hope  you  read  the  col¬ 
umn  by  Joan  Girardot  and  Steve 
Lawrence  in  this  issue  and  take 
action  before  it  is  too  late. 

•  In  May,  the  SF  County 
Transportation  Authority  moved 
a  plan  forward  to  force  Geary 
BRT  on  the  neighborhood.  They 
are  spending  upwards  of  $200 


million  on  a  system  that  will  not 
increase  capacity  by  one  bus  or 
one  open  seat. 

I  could  go  on-and-on,  but  you 
get  the  point. 

That  is  the  Modus  Operandi 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  and 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom,  who  re¬ 
cently  suggested  that  another 
$100  million  a  year  be  raised  for 
Muni.  That  would  bring  Muni’s 
budget  to  around  $800  million  a 
year.  That’s  more  for  mass  transit 
than  the  entire  budgets  of  some 
cities. 

The  cost  of  living  continues  to 
escalate,  driving  the  city  into  a 
rapid  Manhattanization  where 
only  wealthy  people  will  be  able 
to  live.  The  numbers  of  African 
Americans  and  families  in  the 
city  drop  like  a  rock  while  the  su¬ 
pervisors  continue  to  find  more 
ways  to  raise  money  to  feed  their 
fantastic  visions. 

We  have  more  than  27,000 
city  employees  and  support  thou¬ 
sands  more  with  our  payments  to 
non-profit  groups  providing  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  City.  Yet  our  streets 
are  filthy  and  our  infrastructure  is 
crumbling. 

Every  member  of  the  board 
has  been  an  embarrassment,  or 
outright  incompetent,  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  or  her  duties.  That 
speaks  to  district  elections,  which 
has  been  a  dismal  failure  (more 
on  that  later). 

Neighborhood  residents  are 
frustrated.  Sometimes  200  people 
make  the  trek  to  City  Hall  to  tes¬ 
tify  on  behalf  of  an  issue  and  the 
supervisors  will  let  it  roll  in  one 
ear  and  out  the  other.  There’s  an 
impression  that  they  do  whatever 
they  want,  regardless  of  what  the 
people  think. 

As  former  Mayor  Willie 
Brown  said  recently  in  a  televi¬ 
sion  interview,  all  cities  change. 
It’s  time  for  a  change  in  San 
Francisco. 

We  need  qualified  candidates 

-  moderates  and  liberals  with  an 
inkling  of  economic  intelligence 

-  to  take  the  reins  of  power.  We 
need  to  abandon,  for  a  second 
time,  district  elections.  We  need 
to  have  the  Chinese  population 
get  actively  involved  in  politics 
and  vote.  We  need  to  abandon 
the  policies  of  divisiveness  that 
has  ruled  this  city  for  the  past 
decade  or  so.  We  need  to  have 
the  guts  to  look  at  our  budget  and 
live  within  our  means.  We  need 
politicians  who  have  a  clue  about 
how  to  run  a  city. 

Update  on  McGoldrick 
Recall  Campaign 

The  petition  to  recall 
McGoldrick  has  been  approved 
and  signature  gatherers  are  now 
working  to  get  more  than  4,000 
registered  District  1  voters  to 
sign  on  the  dotted  line. 

Richmond  voters  can  go  to 
several  locations  to  sign  peti¬ 
tions,  including  Gus’  Discount 
Fishing  Tackle  at  3710  Balboa 
St.  (M-F,  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.), 
Tribecca  Properties  at  5840 
Geary  Blvd.  (M-F,  8  to  8:30  a.m., 
or  Saturday  from  10:30  to  11:30 
a.m.)  or  at  the  Safeway  at  the 
beach  and  numerous  other  loca¬ 
tions  throughout  the  district. 

Look  for  the  red  and  white  signs 
that  say  “Recall  Jake 
McGoldrick.” 

The  public  should  sign  the  pe¬ 
tition.  Then,  voters  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  decide  if  they 
want  to  keep  McGoldrick  em¬ 
ployed. 

If  you  would  like  to  volunteer 
or  need  more  information  about 
the  recall,  call  797-2172  or  go  to 
www.richmonddeservesbetter.com. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  editor  of 
the  Richmond  Review. 


..  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 

Wm 

CITIKIDS  tO 

•  1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 
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Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free 
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Hospital  hit  hard 


This  photo¬ 
graph,  taken  in 
1906  after  the 
Great  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Earth¬ 
quake,  shows 
Children's  Hos¬ 
pital  on  Califor¬ 
nia  Street  (near 
Parker  Avenue) 
with  extensive 
damage.  The 
hospital  was  lo¬ 
cated  where  the 
California  Pac¬ 
ific  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  is  located  to¬ 
day.  A  horse- 
drawn  streetcar, 
whose  tracks 
are  visible  in 
the  foreground, 
used  to  run  on 
California 
Street. 


—  - ~ 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 


Commentary 


those  years  as 
board  chair. 
Low’s  hus¬ 
band,  Carroll, 
is  a  stalwart 
neighborhood 
volunteer;  of¬ 
fering  his  time 

..  ■  r  mm  and  talent  not 

Honoring  children  for  20  years  oniyatthe 

neighborhood 


Pat  Kaussen 


On  June  9,  the  Richmond  District 
Neighborhood  Center  (RDNC)  will  host 
its  Multi-Cultural  Children’s  Arts  Program 
fair.  The  fair  is  once  again  going  to  be  an 
exciting  event  where  Richmond  District 
children  and  their  families  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  enjoy  a  communal  get-together 
with  games,  music  and  entertainment  in 
the  bucolic  setting  of  the  Neighborhood 
Center,  located  at  741,  30th  Ave. 

This  year’s  event  will  be  an  important 
milestone  in  the  history  of  the  RDNC.  For 
20  consecutive  years  the  annual  fair  has 
drawn  our  neighbors  to  enjoy  hundreds  of 
dance  and  music  performance  groups.  And 
this  year’s  fair  promises  to  once  again  be 
an  exciting  and  festive  celebration  of  our 
multi-cultural  heritage  where  children  and 
adults  of  ethnic  groups  representing  every 
race  and  many  nationalities  will  entertain 
an  enthusiastic  audience.  Over  a  period  of 
four  hours,  a  different  culture  will  be  rep¬ 
resented  every  10  minutes  in  our  gazebo. 

Children  will  be  able  to  participate  in 
hands-on  art  activities,  including  face¬ 
painting,  Japanese  paper  making,  jewelry 
making  and  Chinese  calligraphy. 

This  year,  the  RDNC  will  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  opportunity  to  honor  long-time  resi¬ 
dents  who  are  among  our  most  ardent  sup¬ 
porters,  including  the  Low-Tom  family. 
Joanne  Low  has  served  on  the  center’s 
board  of  directors  for  18  years;  three  of 


center  but  also  at  four  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  public  schools.  Cari,  the  Tom  fami¬ 
ly’s  oldest  daughter,  has  been  volunteering 
at  the  center  since  her  Middle  School  days 
-  14  years!  She  recently  graduated  with  a 
master’s  degree  in  counseling  and  contin¬ 
ues  to  volunteer  at  the  center  whenever  she 
is  needed.  Her  younger  siblings,  Jana  and 
Kevin,  can  often  be  seen  volunteering  at 
events  and  participating  in  center-spon¬ 
sored  activities. 

By  honoring  this  dedicated  and  gener¬ 
ous  family,  we  want  to  publicly  offer  a 
heart-felt  thank  you  to  those  tireless  sup¬ 
porters  and  good  friends  of  the  RDNC. 

While  the  fair  is  going  on,  more  than  10 
other  community  groups  and  government 
agencies  will  offer  vital  information  for 
Richmond  District  residents  at  tables  locat¬ 
ed  on  the  patio  adjacent  to  the  gazebo. 
Organizations  represented  will  be,  among 
others,  the  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Agency  (GGNRA);  San 
Francisco  Free  Clinic;  San  Francisco 
Library;  San  Francisco  Police  Department; 
and  the  YMCA. 

Food  and  drink  will  be  available  at 
modest  prices.  The  activities  will  last  from 
11  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  Admission  is  free. 

Pat  Kaussen  is  the  executive  director 
of  the  Richmond  District  Neighborhood 
Center. 


Laundry  &  Dry  Cleaning  Pick-Up  &  Delivery  Service 

•  Next-Day  Service  Every  Weekday 

•  Reasonable  Prices 

•  Green  Detergents  Available 

•  High-Quality  Dry  Cleaning 


Visit  www.sfwash.com  or  Call  (415)  816-5254 
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got  free  tax  preparation 

assistance  and  received  $4,000 
in  Earned  Income  Tax  Credits. 

I  just  called  2-1-1  n 


Get  connected.  Get  answers. 
In  San  Francisco  Dial  2-1-1. 


Family  Counseling,  Utility  Assistance, 
Employment  Services,  and  much  more. . . 


United  Way  •  AIRS  + 


Get  Connected.  Get  Answers. 


United  Way  of  the  Bay  Area 


§ 
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"San  Francisco  is  my  home." 


Meet  Garrick  Ohlsson.  World-renowned  pianist. 

As  the  only  American  to  win  the  prestigious  International  Chopin  Competition,  Garrick  Ohlsson 
is  noted  for  his  major  recordings  of  Chopin's  complete  piano  works,  his  vast  repertoire  of 
Mozart,  Beethoven  and  other  20th  century  masters  as  well  as  new  works  by  21  st  century 
composers.  Nationally  televised  at  Lincoln  Center  and  a  guest  soloist  with  orchestras  around 
the  world,  Garrick  is  also  an  avid  chamber  performer  and  tours  constantly.  Home  is  his  refuge, 
so  when  relocating  from  Manhattan  to  San  Francisco,  finding  the  right  agent  was  key. 

He  chose  a  top  performer  from  Zephyr  to  find  a  Victorian  that  fit  his  concert  grand  perfectly. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 

www.zephyrsf.com 


z 


Pacific  Heights  •  415.674.6500 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
West  ofTwin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 


Free  ■  Confidential  •  Multilingual  ■  Available  24/7  ■  TTY:  415-808-4440  •  www.211BayArea.0xg 
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St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 

420  29th  Avenue  (near  Clement) 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation* 

10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation* 

10  am.  services  on  June  2nd  and  9th 
at  First  United  Lutheran,  30th  and  Geary 

“Assisted  listening  available 

Tuesday  Night:  Bring  and  Share  a  Meal  and 
Book  Study  -  Call  for  Dates 

Thursdays:  Morning  Prayer  at  8  a.m. 

For  more  information  on  services  or  programs,  or 
restoration  plans,  call  Fr.  David  Rickey  at  (415) 

751-4942  or  visit  our  website  at  www.stpeters- 
sf.org 

+  +  + 

St.  Peter’s  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Center 
for  Progressive  Christianity 


PRESIDIO  CAFE 

Presidio  Golf  Course  &  Clubhouse 
Casual  Dining  with  an  Eclectic  Flair! 


LUNCH,  JAZZ  BRUNCH  &  GOLF  COURSE  VIEWS 
COCKTAILS,  APPETIZERS  &  PRIVATE  BANQUETS 

■ 

Father’s  Day  Buffet  Extravangza! 
Sunday,  June  17th  -  Reservation  Available 

Wine  Tasting  -  Roam  the  Rhone! 
Thursdaym  June  21st  6PM  $25pp 
Reservations  561-4661  x209 

■ 

561-4600 

300  Finley  Road  @  Arguello  Gate 
Open  Daily  to  the  Public  -  Complimentary  Parking 


J 


Drop  In! 


The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 

The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio  Lions 
Club  work  to  fulfill  our  mission  -  serving  the 
blind  and  visually  impaired  and  members  of 
our  community.  We  meet  at  the  clubhouse 
at  the  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  for  lunch  on 
the  first  Wednesday.  Join  us  to  see  if  our 
service  organization  is  right  for  you. 

For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 


Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

Principal  residence  tax  rules 


Wow,  it  is  extremely  interest¬ 
ing  to  me  that  a  tax  law  that  has 
been  invalid  for  10  years  still  has 
people  confused.  It  also  shows 
the  impact  that  principal  home- 
ownership  has  on  people  in  the 
United  States.  I  am  referring  to 
the  1997  tax  law  change  for  the 
capital  gains  treatment  of  princi¬ 
pal  residences. 

Prior  to  1997,  the  tax  law  said 
if  an  owner  purchases  a  home  of 
equal  or  greater  value  within  24 
months  of  selling  his  original 
home,  the  gain  on  the  sale  would 
be  deferred.  And  if  the  seller  is 
over  the  age  of  55,  he  or  she  can 
exclude  $125,000  of  gains  from 
taxes.  This  can  only  be  used  once 
in  a  lifetime.  This  was  known  as 
the  1034  exchange  and  has  been 
totally  eliminated  since  1997. 

This  rule  was  replaced  with  an 
even  more  tax  beneficial  rule  for 
homeowners.  For  the  sale  of 
principal  residences  after  May  7, 
1997,  couples  that  file  their  taxes 
jointly  can  exclude  gains  of  up  to 
$500,000  from  federal  income 
taxes.  The  limit  for  a  single  per¬ 
son  or  one  who  is  married  but  fil¬ 
ing  a  separate  return  is  $250,000. 
To  qualify  as  a  principal  resi¬ 
dence,  the  home  must  have  been 
used  as  the  main  residence  for 
the  last  two  out  of  five  years.  The 
two  years  do  not  have  to  be  con¬ 
secutive,  which  means  it  could 
have  been  the  principal  residence 
for  the  first  year,  rental  the  next 
three  years,  and  then  owner  oc¬ 
cupied  again  for  the  last  year. 

The  other  change  is  that 
someone  can  use  this  exemption 
every  two  years,  instead  of  the 
once-in-a-lifetime  exclusion  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  previous  law. 

There  are  some  exceptions  in 
having  to  live  in  the  property  for 
the  minimum  two  year  require¬ 
ment.  If  you  have  some  unfore¬ 
seen  life-changing  circum¬ 
stances,  such  as  an  employment 
change  outside  of  the  area,  di¬ 
vorce  or  multiple  child  births, 
you  may  be  able  to  sell  before 
the  two  years  are  up  and  take  a 
prorated  share  of  the  gain  tax- 
free. 


The  ones  who  benefited  the 
most  from  this  new  tax  law  are 
people  with  the  appreciated  prop¬ 
erties  who  were  holding  back  on 
selling  because  of  huge  taxes  on 
gains.  In  the  Richmond  and 
Sunset  districts,  there  are  many 
seniors  whose  children  have 
moved  out,  and  who  are  living  in 
large  homes  with  gains  well  over 
the  $125,000  exemption  limit 
from  the  old  tax  laws.  In  the  past, 
if  they  sold,  they  would  have  to 
worry  about  capital  gains  tax. 
With  the  new  law,  they  can  sell 
and  either  buy  something  smaller 
or  rent,  and  live  off  the  equity  of 
their  home  without  paying  the 
IRS. 

Other  benefactors  of  this  law 
include  investors  of  appreciated 
single-family  homes;  they  can 
move  from  one  single-family 
home  to  another  every  two  years 
and  sell  off  the  previous  ones 
with  no  federal  taxes.  People 
with  vacation  homes  can  also  do 
the  same. 

Another  change  in  the  law  re¬ 
cently  resulted  from  the  IRS  see¬ 
ing  some  investors  purchasing 


Continued  from  page  9 

an  architectural  firm,  Mac 
Donald  and  Applegrath,  design  a 
house  for  him.  He  referred  to  this 
house  as  an  “Elizabethan  cottage 
on  a  monumental  scale.”  He 
lived  there  with  his  family  until 


homes  with  their  1031  tax  ex¬ 
change  funds,  eventually  moving 
into  the  homes'to  establish  prin¬ 
cipal  residency  requirements, 
then  selling  the  homes  two  year 
later  to  avoid  any  gains.  The  IRS 
changed  the  rule  so  that  if  the 
property  was  acquired  through  a 
1031  exchange,  the  holding  peri¬ 
od  must  be  a  minimum  of  five 
years. 

The  only  losers  from  the  old 
tax  law  are  joint  filers  who  have 
homes  with  gains  of  more  than 
$500,000  and  single  filers  with 
gains  of  more  than  $250,000. 
Upon  sale  of  their  home,  the  tax¬ 
es  on  the  gain  above  the  exemp¬ 
tion  limits  are  due.  You  cannot 
exchange  to  defer  or  postpone 
the  gains.  If  your  gain  is  ap¬ 
proaching  these  limits,  it  might 
be  advantageous  for  you  to  sell 
your  home  and  buy  a  similar 
home  in  the  same  neighborhood 
to  lock  in  the  gains  without  pay¬ 
ing  taxes. 

These  rules  can  be  quite  con¬ 
fusing  and  complex  initially  until 
you  understand  them.  But  once 
you  understand  them,  they  can  be 
used  to  maximize  the  gains  from 
your  real  estate  portfolio. 

John  M.  Lee  sold  the  most 
properties  for  Pacific  Union  in 
2006  and  specializes  in  the 
Richmond  and  Sunset  districts. 

If  you  have  any  questions  re¬ 
garding  real  estate,  call  him  at 
(415)  447-6231  or  e-mail  john- 
lee@isellsf.com. 


1916. 

The  West  Portal  Park  develop¬ 
ment  was  Nelson  &  Sons  largest 
and  occupied  them  for  more  than 
10  years.  The  business  was  in¬ 
corporated,  stock  was  issued  and 
family  members  served  as  offi¬ 
cers.  The  company  erected  a 
sales  office  at  2  West  Portal  Ave. 
and  sold  the  remaining  lots  along 
the  avenue  for  commercial  devel¬ 
opment.  His  son  William  occu¬ 
pied  the  showcase  home  on  the 
lot  that  adjoined  the  sales  office 
at  935  Ulloa  St. 

Nelson  was  also  known  for 
his  automobile  exploits,  which 
served  as  a  promotion  for  his 
business.  He  was  able  to  indulge 
in  his  passion  for  road  racing  at  a 
time  when  cars  were  a  luxury. 

He  was  the  first  president  of 
the  San  Francisco  Motor  Club 
and  the  first  person  to  drive  an 
automobile  into  Yosemite  in 
1903. 

In  the  early  years  of  automo¬ 
bile  touring,  he  set  numerous 
records  between  San  Francisco 
and  various  destinations  on  the 
Pacific  Coast. 

In  1908,  with  a  team  of  relief 
drivers.  Nelson’s  steam-powered 
car  set  the  speed  record  from  San 
Francisco  to  Los  Angeles  at  17 
hours  and  17  minutes. 

Nelson  died  in  1953  at  the  age 
of  93,  after  building  4,000  homes 
in  San  Francisco.  He  left  a  legacy 
that  has  had  a  dramatic  impact  on 
the  City’s  rich  architectural  her¬ 
itage. 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR. 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.3 


For  your  Auto,  Ilorrte,  Life  anti  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  of 
these  State  Farm  Agents; 

Ernie  Louie 
2209  Clement  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-752-6119 

CA  lie.  #0700879 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATI 

(&i 


INiUlANCI 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  May* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

444  42nd  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,500 

$900,000 

887  28th  Ave. 

3 

2.00 

1,888 

1,140,000 

328  17th  Ave. 

3 

1.50 

1,900 

1,246,000 

610  20th  Ave. 

3 

1.50 

1,850 

1,250,000 

47  Atalaya 

3 

1.50 

1,650 

1,500,000 

245  23rd  Ave. 

4 

4.00 

3,450 

1,950,000 

279  30th  Ave. 

3 

2.50 

2,582 

2,150,000 

2845  Lake  St. 

5 

3.00 

3,164 

2,400,000 

164  Jordan 

4 

3.00 

3,026 

3,300,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 


Builder,  race  car  daredevil 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editor: 

Geary  Boulevard  is  screaming 
for  a  makeover.  I’m  not  talking 
about  intrusive  plastic  surgery  and 
countless  hours  of  rehabilitation  - 
just  a  simple  polishing  of  the  sur¬ 
face.  The  proposed  beautification 
project  known  as  Bus  Rapid 
Transit  (BRT)  is  just  the  ticket. 

Sure,  a  faster,  safer,  cleaner, 
more  reliable  commute  would  be 
nice,  but  I  just  want  a  beautiful 
boulevard.  I  mean,  have  you  seen 
the  proposed  plans?  Beautiful! 
Palm-lined  streets,  manicured 
landscaping,  two  fewer  lanes  of 
noisy  traffic  and  quiet,  clean,  mod¬ 
em  buses  with  their  own  dedicated 
lanes.  Not  to  mention  the  bus  stops 
look  more  like  outdoor  lounges  - 
shaded  garden  seating  and  all. 

Now,  I  make  no  claim  to  be  an 
urban  planner  or  economic  devel¬ 
oper,  but  it  seems  intuitive  that 
such  an  environment  would  en¬ 
hance  the  shopping  and  strolling 
experience  along  Geary.  The  pro¬ 
posed  improvements  would  not 
only  stimulate  more  local  foot  traf¬ 
fic,  but  our  boulevard  could  possi¬ 
bly  be  transformed  into  a  shopping 
and  strolling  destination.  Seems 
like  a  Barry  Bonds  home  run  for 
neighborhood  residents  and  local 
merchants  alike. 

So,  who  is  going  to  pay  the 
piper  to  get  this  done?  At  an  esti¬ 
mated  $200  million,  this  is  a  rela¬ 
tively  cheap  investment  in  our 
City.  Financing  is  not  anticipated 
to  be  a  hurdle  and  various  funding 
efforts  are  already  underway.  In 
any  case,  the  project  is  expected  to 
pay  for  itself  within  10  years  of 
completion. 

The  real  burden  will  be  borne 
by  local  merchants.  They  will  suf¬ 
fer  more  than  anyone  during  the 
planned  6  to  8  week  (per  block) 
construction  period.  For  merchants 
who  rely  on  foot  traffic,  especially 
the  many  “mom  and  pops,”  this  is 
a  big  pill  to  swallow  —  even  more 
so  if  the  6  to  8  weeks  tuns  into  12 
to  16  weeks  as  it  so  often  does 
with  urban  projects.  So,  primarily 


for  this  reason,  the  merchants 
along  Geary  Boulevard  are  gener¬ 
ally  opposed  to  the  proposed  BRT 
plan. 

While  I  don’t  claim  to  “feel 
their  pain,”  I  do  feel  merchant  op¬ 
position  is  extremely  shortsighted. 
For  starters,  the  project  isn’t  slated 
to  start  until  201 1  or  2012.  So,  if  I 
may  ask  in  a  respectful  tone  -  how 
many  of  the  opposition  voices  will 
even  be  in  business  five  years  from 
now?  Probably  not  the  majority. 
Secondly,  the  merchants  are  not 
raising  their  voices  against  the  pay¬ 
offs,  just  against  the  initial 
investment.  Isn’t  five  years  enough 
lead  time  to  plan  for  a  6  to  8  week 
disruption?  I,  for  one,  certainly 
think  so. 

As  an  aside,  several  merchants 
are  also  concerned  about  losing 
parking  spaces  along  Geary.  Let’s 
put  this  argument  to  rest  once  and 
for  all  -  the  proposed  plans  have  a 
negligible  impact  on  parking  and 
in  some  cases  even  increase  the 
number  of  parking  spaces  along 
Geary  Boulevard. 

Please  remember  BRT  is  an  in¬ 
vestment  whose  return  will  benefit 
all  of  us,  merchants  included. 

Jay  Seiden 

Editor: 

The  San  Francisco  Green  Party 
opposes  the  current  efforts  to  recall 
Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick. 
McGoldrick  was  first  elected  in 
2000  and  was  re-elected  in  2004. 
Both  processes  were  democratic 
and  represented  the  will  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  District  1  residents. 

However,  under  current  city 
charter  rules,  if  the  recall  propo¬ 
nents  gather  enough  signatures  to 
put  the  recall  of  McGoldrick  on  the 
November  ballot  and  should  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  District  1  voters  support 
the  recall,  the  mayor,  not  the  vot¬ 
ers,  would  be  able  to  choose  a  suc¬ 
cessor  to  McGoldrick.  That  person 


would  then  be  an  incumbent  going 
into  the  2008  supervisor  races  in 
the  city’s  odd-numbered  districts. 

We  believe  that  the  power  of  re¬ 
call  should  be  used  sparingly  and 
only  when  gross  negligence  or 
abuses  of  power  have  been  com¬ 
mitted.  We  also  support  proposals 
to  amend  the  City  Charter  to  create 
a  two-part  system  for  any  recall  ef¬ 
forts.  Under  such  a  system,  if  re¬ 
call  proponents  succeeded  in  get¬ 
ting  enough  valid  signatures  to  put 
the  recall  on  the  ballot,  voters 
would  be  able  to  vote  the  recall  ef¬ 
fort  up  or  down  and  then  vote  for 
candidates  of  their  choice,  using 
ranked-choice  voting. 

As  the  San  Francisco  Green 
Party  is  against  this  recall  effort, 
we  also  discourage  District  1  resi¬ 
dents  from  signing  the  current  re¬ 
call  petitions.  The  backers  of  the 
recall  effort  need  4,000  valid  sig¬ 
natures.  However,  the  SF 
Department  of  Elections  only  veri¬ 
fies  a  small  percentage  of  the  sig¬ 
natures  because  verifying  all  of 
them  would  not  be  logistically  pos¬ 
sible. 

Sue  Vaughan 

San  Francisco  Green  Party 
County  Council  -  District  1 

Editor: 

I  read  your  editorial  calling  for 
the  recall  of  Jake  McGoldrick.  Let 
me  respond  by  saying  that  I  have 
worked  with  McGoldrick  in  the 
past  and  found  him  to  be  a  man  of 
principle  and  conscience.  I  am  a 
resident  of  the  Richmond,  but  until 
a  few  months  ago  was  a  resident  of 
the  Marina.  I  was  part  of  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  group  that  fought  an  over¬ 
sized  hotel  that  the  sponsor  wanted 
to  build  in  a  largely  residential 
neighborhood  that  would  have 
placed  44-foot-tall  walls  on  the 
property  line  of  neighboring  resi¬ 
dences.  (See  savethemarina.net.) 

This  monstrosity  was  approved 


by  the  SF  Planning  Commission. 
After  the  commission’s  approval 
and  even  though  we  were  not  even 
in  his  district,  Jake  agreed  to  medi¬ 
ate  our  dispute.  And  when  the 
sponsor  refused  to  budge,  he  pro¬ 
posed  a  compromise  that  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  He  again  went  to  bat 
for  us  when  the  Planning 
Department  decided  to  ignore  the 
board  by  adopting  an  absurd  inter¬ 
pretation  of  his  compromise  mo¬ 
tion. 

Without  Jake’s  help,  the  origi¬ 
nal  motel  would  have  been  built 
and  we  would  have  been  staring  at 
the  brick  walls  of  this  monster. 

As  I  look  through  your  list  of 
issues,  it  simply  doesn’t  make 
sense  to  me.  Many  of  his  “crimes” 
are  things  a  majority  of  the  super¬ 
visors  also  voted  for. 

Do  you  really  think  that  a  su¬ 
pervisor  appointed  by  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  would  be  better? 
As  a  supervisor,  Newsom  frequent¬ 
ly  recused  himself  from  a  super- 
majority  of  cases.  That’s  the  same 
as  voting  “no.” 

I  don’t  agree  with  Jake  on  ev¬ 
erything,  but  when  I  worked  with 
him,  I  found  him  to  be  an  honest 
man  who  truly  cared. 

Andy  Fields 

Editor: 

As  a  Richmond  District  resident 
and  reader  of  the  “Richmond 
Review,”  I  commend  your  efforts 
to  publish  a  local  journal  of  news 
and  information  of  interest  and  im¬ 
portance  to  the  Richmond  District 
community.  But  your  commentary, 
“The  Case  for  Recalling 
McGoldrick”  in  the  May  issue,  as 
well  as  similar  past  diatribes,  is 
over  the  top!  Not  only  is  it  poor 
journalism,  but  to  stand  on  your 
soap  box  and  rant  about  a  recall  of 
McGoldrick  is  an  irresponsible  and 
abusive  misuse  of  your  position  as 


editor. 

The  responsibilities  of  an  elect¬ 
ed  official  are  to  represent  a  con¬ 
sensus  of  interests  including  the 
best  interests  of  his  or  her  con¬ 
stituents  and  of  the  community  at 
large,  and  to  legislate  what  is  best 
for  the  future  of  the  City. 
McGoldrick  is  not  irresponsible  or 
a  maverick  among  his  colleagues 
in  this  regard.  For  the  most  part, 
his  advocacies  are  supportive  of 
the  current  collective  interests  and 
will  of  the  City. 

Many  of  McGoldrick’s  posi¬ 
tions  and  initiatives  address  the  is¬ 
sues  of  social  responsibility  and 
urban  growth,  including  fiscal  re¬ 
quirements  to  maintain  and  im¬ 
prove  the  high  level  of  community 
services  that  help  make  this  city 
the  finest,  most  livable  city  in  the 
world.  His  support  of  the  BRT  for 
the  Geary  Corridor,  which  has 
gone  through  extensive  research 
and  study,  public  review,  and 
scrutiny  by  the  Geary  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee,  is  aligned 
with  the  long  standing,  and  vitally 
important  “Transit  First”  policy  of 
the  City. 

It  is  clear  you  are  against  BRT 
and  the  front  running  proposal  for 
dedicated  center  bus  lanes  despite 
the  fact  that  residents  of  the 
Richmond  District  and  government 
agencies  largely  support  BRT  and 
recommendations  of  the  current 
study.  Urban  growth  will  require 
higher  density  development  in 
pocket  areas  of  concentrated  public 
and  commercial  services  along  ma¬ 
jor  transit  corridors. 

Therefore,  we  must  improve 
and  expand  mass  transit  systems  in 
support  of  this  growth  and  to  rede¬ 
fine  uses  and  densities  of  selective 
zoning  districts  accordingly. 

Wake  up  and  smell  the  roses. 
Amidst  the  overwhelming  realities 
of  global  warming  and  urban 
growth,  your  clutching  to  the  status 
quo  and  a  suburban  mentality  are 
notions  that  will  lead  this  City  and 
our  planet  down  the  tubes. 

William  Pearson 


The 


RICHMOND  REVIEW 


IS 


ONLINE! 


The  Richmond  Review  is  also  available  at: 

Anza  Branch  Library 

Richmond/Sen.  Milton  Marks  Branch  Library 

Presidio  Branch  Library 

RACK:  Clement/8th  Avenue 

RACK:  Laurel  Village  Shopping  Center  (Peet’s) 

RACK:  Balboa  Street/37th  Avenue 

RACK:  V.A.  Medical  Center,  Clement/42nd  Avenue 


Featuring: 


•  The  latest  issues  of  the 
Richmond  Review  and 
Sunset  Beacon  newspapers 

•  Political  Action  Center 
with  e-mail  links  to 
elected  representatives 

•  Merchant’s  Directory 

•  Links  to  neighborhood 
organizations 

•  Archives  of  back  issues 

•  Advertising  information 


www.sfrichmondreview.com 

Serving  the  Richmond  District  since  1988 
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St  Thomas  Apostle  Church 


A  Catholic  Community 

Weekend  Masses: 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  8:30,11am(Traditional  choir) 

5pm(Contemporary  choir) 

Family  Mass  each  2nd  Sunday  at  11 
Monday  -  Saturday:  8:30am 

Sacrament  of  Penance: 

Saturday,  3pm  to  3:30pm 

Public  School  of  Religion: 

Grades  1-8,  Sunday,  9:40am  -  10:50am 
(This  timeframe  allows  students  and  families 
to  worship  before  or  after  class.) 

R.C.I.A.: 

An  opportunity  for  high  school  and  older  to  enter  the  Church, 
return  to  the  Church,  receive  basic  sacraments, 
or  update  one’s  faith. 

r.c.i.c.: 

An  opportunity  for  elementary  and  middle  school  students 
to  enter  the  Church  and  receive  basic  Sacraments. 


For  information  call  (415)  387-5545 
3835  Balboa  Street  at  40th  Avenue 
In  the  outer  Richmond  District  (parking  available) 


Father  Daniel  J.  Maguire,  Pastor 


FIRST  UNITED  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 

Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  &  6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405 
Jazzercise.com 


Call  John  Lee  today  .  „  ^ _ 

for  a  free  consultation:  (415)  447-6231 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

I  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspecdve,  and  expertise. 


As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 


As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


June  Calendar  of  Events 


1-10 

Family  Birding  Walk:  Children 
ages  seven  and  older,  and  their 
families,  are  invited  on  a  walk  that 
focuses  on  the  microhabitats  of  the 
birds  and  flowers  in  the  San 
Francisco  Botanical  Garden  at 
Strybing  Arboretum,  bring  a  pencil 
and  binoculars  and  meet  at  the 
bookstore  near  the  main  gate, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Saturday,  June 
2,  10  a.m.  to  noon,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  661-1316. 

Annual  Spring  Festival  Benefit: 

The  Pinehurst  Women’s  Auxiliary 
of  the  Salvation  Army 
Rehabilitation  Center  holds  a 
spring  festival,  featuring  a  silent 
auction  and  sales  of  jewelry, 
books,  DVDs,  pre-owned  “trea¬ 
sures”  and  garden  orchids  and 
geraniums,  all  proceeds  go  toward 
scholarship  funds  and  medical 
needs  for  the  resident  women  at 
Pinehurst  recovering  from  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse,  Pinehurst  Lodge, 
2685  30th  Ave.,  Saturday,  June  2, 
10:30  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  with  catered 
lunch  at  11  a.m.  and  12:30  p.m., 
$12  advance  tickets.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  or  to  purchase  tickets, 
call  643-8010. 

Benefit  Concert:  Congregation 
Emanu-El  presents  a  benefit  con¬ 
cert  to  provide  humanitarian  aid 
for  the  victims  of  the  genocide  in 
Darfur,  featured  performers  in¬ 
clude  the  West  African  Highlife 
Band  and  Lowell  High  School’s 
Chamber  Choir,  a  photography  ex¬ 
hibit  entitled  “Images  of  the  People 
of  Darfur”  by  Alisa  Everett,  and 
guest  speakers  such  as  Eltayeb 
Ibrahim,  a  Darfuri  resident  of  the 
Bay  Area,  Congregation  Emanu-El 
main  sanctuary,  2  Lake  St., 
Saturday,  June  2,  7:30  p.m.,  $20 
suggested  donation  at  the  door 
benefits  the  American  Jewish 
World  Service’s  Sudan  Relief  and 
Advocacy  Fund.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  751-2541,  ext.  115. 

The  Bubble  Lady  Performance: 

Children  ages  5  and  younger  are 
invited  to  watch  Rebecca  Nile,  the 
Bubble  Lady,  as  she  blows  space¬ 
ship  bubbles,  bubble  brains  and 
people  inside  bubbles,  space  is 
limited  at  Sunset  Branch  Library, 
1305  18th  Ave.,  Thursday,  June  7, 
10:30  a.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  for  reservations,  call 
355-2808. 

California  Native  Plant  Society 
Presentation:  At  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  society’s  Yerba 
Buena  Chapter,  Dr.  Stuart  B.  Weiss 
discusses  why  the  Bay 
Checkerspot  Butterfly  disappeared 
from  San  Mateo  County  and  what 
is  being  done  to  bring  it  back,  lec¬ 
ture  preceded  by  a  plant  identifica¬ 
tion  workshop,  County  Fair 
Building  at  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Thursday,  June  7,  workshop  from  6 
p.m.  to  7:15  p.m.,  lecture  at  7:30 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  752-7031. 

Aging  Eye  Symposium:  Receive 
useful  information  about  eye  care 
and  treatment  and  learn  about  early 


This  year’s  Stern  Grove 
Festival  free  concert  series  will 
take  place  every  Sunday  from 
June  17  through  Aug.  19.  The 
concerts  will  be  held  at  Sigmund 
Stern  Grove,  located  on  19th 
Avenue  and  Sloat  Boulevard,  at  2 
p.m. 

Scheduled  performances  in 
June  are: 

June  17  -  Huey  Lewis  and  the 
News  kicks  off  the  season  with 
their  pop/rock  hits,  followed  by 
gospel  and  blues-infused  singer 
Paul  Thorn,  who  has  toured  with 
Sting,  Marianne  Faithfull,  and 
others,  and  is  regarded  as  the 


signs  of  age-related  vision  loss  and 
risks,  sponsored  by  Prevent 
Blindness  Northern  California, 
UCSF  Laurel  Heights  Conference 
Center  auditorium,  3333  California 
St.,  Saturday,  June  9,  8  a.m.  to 
noon,  free.  For  more  information 
or  to  pre-register  (required),  call 
567-7500  or  (800)  338-3041 . 

Planning  for  College  Workshop: 

Eighth  graders  and  their  parents 
are  invited  to  a  one-day  special 
event  sponsored  by  the  UCSF 
Center  for  Education  and 
Opportunity  that  covers  preparing, 
applying  and  paying  for  college, 
UCSF  Mission  Bay  Campus,  1675 
Owens  St.,  Saturday,  June  9,  8:30 
a.m.  to  1:30  p.m.,  free  with  lunch 
included.  For  more  information  or 
to  pre-register  (required),  call  514- 
2132. 

June  Plant  Sale:  Select  brilliantly 
flowering  perennials,  geraniums, 
pelargoniums,  cannas  and  orna¬ 
mental  grasses  suitable  for  Bay 
Area  gardens  with  the  help  and  ad¬ 
vice  of  knowledgeable  nursery  vol¬ 
unteers,  San  Francisco  Botanical 
Garden  at  Strybing  Arboretum, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Ninth  Avenue 
and  Lincoln  Way,  Saturday,  June  9, 
10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  free  admission. 
For  more  information,  call  661- 
1316. 

11-17 

Melody  of  China:  The  public  is 
invited  to  listen  to  traditional 
Chinese  cultural  music  presented 
at  this  family  program,  Sunset 
Branch  Library,  1305  18th  Ave., 
Monday,  June  11,7  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 

Parks  Council  Meeting:  The 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council  holds 
its  monthly  meeting  to  discuss 
fundraising  and  creative  marketing 
for  remodeling  city  parks,  45 1 
Hayes  St.,  second  floor, 

Wednesday,  June  13,  6  to  7:30  p.m. 
For  more  information,  call  621- 
3260. 

Lasik  Surgery  Information 

Session:  Dr.  Judy  Ou  provides  an 
overview  about  vision  correction 
procedures  and  conducts  a  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  session,  UCSF 
campus,  Koret  Research  Building, 
10  Koret  Way,  Room  K302, 
Wednesday,  June  13, 6  p.m.  to  7 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  476-5698. 

Low  Maintenance  Gardening 
Lecture:  Garden  writer  Valerie 
Easton  discusses  her  new  book 
about  the  14  essential  design  ele¬ 
ments  that  contribute  to  creating  a 
warm,  inviting  and  impressive  out¬ 
door  garden  space,  San  Francisco 
Botanical  Garden  at  Strybing 
Arboretum,  Golden  Gate  Park, 
County  Fair  Building  at  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way,  Monday, 
June  16,  7  p.m.,  $5.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  661-1316. 

18-30 

Happy  Birds:  The  public  is  invit¬ 
ed  to  see  the  world-famous  talking 
and  singing  parrots,  Yah-kee  and 


“best  kept  secret  in  the  music 
business;” 

June  25  -  The  Idan  Raichel 
Project  brings  its  blend  of 
Ethiopian  and  Middle  Eastern 
flavors,  and  Oakland-based 
HYIM  and  the  Fat  Oakland 
Orchestra  combine  pop,  Afro- 
Cuban,  folk,  hip-hop,  reggae, 
jazz  and  world  beat  music  to  en¬ 
ergize  the  crowds; 

For  more  information  about 
the  free  Stern  Grove  Festival 
concert  series,  pre-concert  talks, 
blood  drives  and  kids’  days,  call 
252-6252  or  visit  the  festival’s 
Web  site  at  www.stemgrove.org. 


Korbel,  as  they  perform  wild  tricks 
for  all  ages,  space  is  limited, 
Parkside  Branch  Library,  1200 
Taraval  St.,  Wednesday,  June  20, 
1:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  for  group  reservations,  call 
355-5770. 

Ballroom  Dance  Classes:  Couples 
can  learn  to  samba,  rhumba,  cha 
cha  cha,  tango,  waltz,  foxtrot  and 
more  at  Forest  Hill  Christian 
Church,  Fellowship  Hall,  250 
Laguna  Honda  Blvd.,  Thursdays, 
beginning  June  21,  $66  per  couple 
for  six  lessons.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  661-2746. 

Maritime  Crafts  for  Kids:  After 
exploring  the  exhibits  at  the 
Maritime  National  Historic  Park 
Visitor  Center  and  strolling  along 
the  Hyde  Street  Pier,  youth  are 
welcome  to  learn  about  sea  life  and 
make  a  maritime  craft,  meet  near 
the  Hyde  Street  Pier  entrance, 
Saturday,  June  23,  1:30  p.m.  to 
2:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  447-5000. 

Flower  Arranging:  View  a 
demonstration  of  Ikebana  flower 
arranging  by  Keiko  Hitchcock, 
West  Portal  Branch  Library,  190 
Lenox  Way,  Saturday,  June  23, 

2:30  p.m.  to  3:30  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 

Puppet  Show:  Families  are  invited 
to  enjoy  shadow  puppets  and  mu¬ 
sic  with  Sean  Powers,  Parkside 
Branch  Library,  1200  Taraval  St., 
Wednesday,  June  27,  7  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Music  for  Kids:  Flute  Sweets  and 
Tickletoons  will  perform  “Little 
Kids,  Little  Songs,”  Anza  Branch 
Library,  550  37th  Ave.,  Saturday, 
June  30,  11  a.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

Puppet  Show:  The  Puppet 
Company  will  perform  “The 
Sorcerer’s  Apprentice”  for  youths 
ages  3  and  older,  Ortega  Branch 
Library,  3223  Ortega  St.,  Saturday, 
June  30,  1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

Coalition  Breakfast  Meeting: 

The  Richmond  Community 
Coalition  gathers  to  discuss  senior 
services  available  in  the 
Richmond,  St.  James  Episcopal 
Church,  4620  California  St., 
Tuesday,  June  26,  8:30  a.m.,  public 
invited.  For  more  information,  call 
Kitty  at  668-5955,  ext.  375. 

The  deadline  for  calendar  submis¬ 
sions  is  the  24th  of  the  month. 
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Stern  Grove  Festival  kick-off 


June  2007 


The  Richmond  Review  •  IS 


Commentary 

Joan  Girardot  and  Steve  Lawrence 

Fight  the  unfair  family  tax 


The  San  Francisco’s  Public 
Utilities  Commission  (PUC)  is 
expected  to  adopt  new  two-year 
water  and  sewer  rate  increases  in 
June.  They  will  also  impose  a 
new  “tiered  rate  structure”  on 
water  rates  for  single-family  resi¬ 
dences.  A  tiered  structure  for 
sewer  charges  was  adopted  two 
years  ago. 

Once  these  proposed  rate  in¬ 
creases  are  approved  by  the 
PUC,  sewer  rates  will  have  risen 
on  average  over  68  percent  in 
five  years.  A  30-year  Sewer 
Master  Plan,  which  is  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  stages,  will  cost  ratepayers 
more  than  $2  billion.  Water  rates 
are  just  beginning  to  rise  to  fund 
a  $4.3  billion  capital  program  to 
be  completed  in  2015.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  to  focus  on  the  rate  struc¬ 
ture  now,  before  rates  go  higher. 
The  PUC  can  raise  rates  on  their 
own  because  it  is  not  regulated 
by  the  state. 

A  “tiered  rate  structure,”  also 
known  as  an  “inclining  block  rate 
structure,”  requires  a  residential 
ratepayer  to  pay  more  money  for 
additional  units  of  water  and 
sewer  used,  but  also  pays  at  a 
higher  rate.  Not  only  does  the 
ratepayer’s  bill  increase  with  in¬ 
creasing  unit  consumption  (uni¬ 
form  volume  rate),  but  the  unit 
cost  of  water/sewer  increases  as 
well  (tiered  rates). 

Here  is  another  way  to  look  at 
it.  Suppose  there  are  three  single¬ 
family  households.  The  first 


household  consists  of  one  person 
who  requires  one  loaf  of  bread 
per  week,  and  pays  $1  for  the 
loaf.  The  second  household  con¬ 
sists  of  four  persons,  requires 
four  loaves  of  bread  per  week, 
and  pays  $1  for  the  first,  $2  each 
for  the  second  and  third,  and  $4 
for  the  fourth  loaf. 

At  a  uniform  volume  rate,  the 
household  of  four  persons  would 
pay  $4  for  its  four  loaves  of 
bread.  Under  a  “tiered  rate  struc¬ 
ture”  this  household  would  end 
up  paying  $9  for  its  four  loaves. 

Why  is  the  City  proposing  a  • 
“tiered  rate  structure?”  They  like 
to  call  it  a  “conservation  rate” 
that  will  promote  conservation 
through  pricing,  but  it  is  only  tar¬ 
geted  at  single-family  residences. 
The  City  admits  that  the  tradi¬ 
tional  uniform  volume  rate  struc¬ 
ture  provides  a  conservation  in¬ 
centive  by  increasing  the 
ratepayer’s  bill  with  increasing 
water  use,  but  contends  that  the 
“tiered  rate  structure”  provides  a 
stronger  conservation  incentive 
than  does  the  uniform  volume 
charge  because  not  only  does  the 
ratepayer’s  bill  increase  with  in¬ 
creasing  use,  but  the  unit  cost  of 
water  increases  as  well. 

The  core  issue  is  that  house¬ 
holds  with  families  (and  even 
with  extended  families)  will  be 
paying  higher  rates  because  they 
are  larger.  Even  if  they  use  the 
same  amount  of  water  per  person 
as  smaller  households,  they  will 


pay  at  higher  rates.  This  is  noth¬ 
ing  more  than  a  regressive  tax 
being  imposed  on  families. 

In  addition,  the  “tiered  rate 
structure”  for  water  targets  only 
single-family  dwellings.  Most  of 
San  Francisco’s  residents  live  in 
multi-family  housing  without 
meters  for  individual  units. 

Single  family  dwellings  use  only 
one-fifth  of  the  water  consumed 
in  the  City.  This  “conservation 
rate”  targets  one  class  of  water 
user  and  ignores  the  majority. 

Rather  than  impose  a  regres¬ 
sive  tax  on  San  Francisco  fami¬ 
lies,  the  PUC  should  sell  less  wa¬ 
ter  to  suburban  customers.  The 
PUC  is  proposing  to  guarantee 
more  water  to  our  suburban  cus¬ 
tomers,  and  at  the  same  time  try¬ 
ing  to  accommodate  more 
growth  and  development  in  the 
City,  while  asking  San 
Franciscans  to  conserve. 

To  see  how  this  discriminato¬ 
ry  tax  works,  see  chart  with  this 
article. 

The  “tiered  rate  structure” 
must  be  rejected  by  the  SF  Board 
of  Supervisors.  It  is  arbitrary,  dis¬ 
criminatory,  and  unfair  to  fami¬ 
lies.  The  family  of  four  uses  no 
more  water  and  sewer  per  person 
than  the  household  of  one,  but  it 
pays  at  a  much  higher  rate. 

Every  household  in  San 
Francisco,  whether  large  or 
small,  owner  or  tenant,  can  be 
encouraged  to  cut  its  water  and 
sewer  use.  But  putting  the  burden 
of  conservation  on  families,  by 
targeting  them  with  punitive  pric¬ 
ing,  is  unfair.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  is  scheduled  to  hear 
this  item  in  committee  on  June  4 
and  the  full  board  could  take  the 
matter  up  as  soon  as  June  5.  Call 
your  Supervisor  and  let  him  or 
her  know  that  this  family  tax  is 
unacceptable  and  contrary  to  the 
future  of  our  City  -  a  city  that  is 


Proposed  water  and  sewer  rates 


Single  Person  Household 
Water:  3  units  x  $2.38=$6.84 
Sewer:  3  units  x  $3.42=$10.26 
Total:  $17.10  per  month 


4-Person  Household 
Water:  3  units  x  $2.28=$6.84 
6  units  x  $2.89=$17.34 
3  units  x  $4.80=$14.40 


Total:  $38.58  per  month 
Sewer:  3  units  x  $3.42=$10.26 
2  units  x  $8.55=$17.10 
7  units  x  $9.77=$68.39 
Total:  $95.75  per  month 
Total  Water  &  Sewer:  $134.33 
New  water  rates  are  proposed.  New  sewer  rates  have  already  been  adopted. 


Rates  assume  same  water  and 
sewer  usage  per  person.  The 
rates  for  a  4-person  family  at  a 
single-family  home  are  $117.23 
more  per  month  than  a  single¬ 
person  household. 


losing  more  and  more  families 
every  day. 

Joan  Girardot  is  the  past 
president  of  the  Coalition  for 
San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


and  Steve  Lawrence  is  vice- 
chair  of  the  PUC’s  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee.  This  col¬ 
umn  first  appeared  in  the  SF 
Examiner. 


Home  of  Peruvian  Comfort  Food 

•  Lunch  -  11  a  m.  to  3  p.m.  (Closed  Monday)  OPEN 

•  Brunch  -  Saturday  and  Sunday  ^DAY^-  ^ 

•  Dinner  -  5  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  June  1 7/ 

1801  Clement  St.  (at  19th  awi 
Call  422-0502  for  Take  Out 
Free  Parking  on  18th  Avenue 


r 

Type  &  Graphics 

FORMERLY  FAST*'  STATS 


SIGNS  •  BANNERS 

PRINT  •  MOUNT  •  LAMINATE 
MAGNETICS  •  VEHICLE  LETTERING 

PERSONAL  SERVICE  BY  APPOINTMENT 

3216  GEARY  BLVD.  751-3666 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ART  GALLERY 

Art  Waves  Gallery  Shows/Sells 

affordable  contemporary  fine  Art 
&  Crafts  by  local  artists.  3848 
Judah  St.  (at  44th  Ave.),  Open 
Thursday  and  Friday  from  4  p.m. 
to  7  p.m.  and  Saturday  and 
Sunday  from  noon  to  6  p.m.  and 
by  appointment.  (415)  244-8402 
or  www.artwavesgallerysf.com. 
Fine  art  and  craft  and  adult  art 
classes.  T.  Bravo  &  H.  Michael, 
opening  reception  6/23,  2  p.m.  - 
5  p.m. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 

Home  Internet  Business:  Make 
money  online  working  at  home. 
Register  now  and  I’ll  show  you 
how.  www.DoDoWah.com  or 
(415)  564-5581. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Mackillop  Construction  (since 
1 983)  Family  owned  and  operat¬ 
ed;  fast  and  free  estimates  -  no 
job  too  small;  additions,  decks, 
interior/exterior  remodels. 
Excellent  references.  CA  Lie. 
#436955.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gabriel  Mackillop  at 
(415)  519-1412. 

ECKANKAR 

Free  Book  on  past  lives,  dreams 
and  soul  travel  from  Eckankar. 
Call  toll-free  recording  at  (877) 
411-1800  or  visit  the  Web  site  at 
www.eckankar.org/freebook. 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood 
Fences  -  Morrow  Construction. 
License  #343633.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  (650)  994-6892. 

HA  ULING/CLEANING 

Mike’s  Hauling  Service:  Free 
estimate,  no  job  too  small,  clean 
up  with  competent  work. 
Basements,  garages,  yards.  Call 
Mike  at  (415)  731-2145. 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean-up 
basements,  attic,  garage,  cellar; 
junk,  trash,  garbage  and  appli¬ 
ances  removal.  Carpet  removal 


service  (nails,  staples,  wood 
strips,  padding).  Call  Lou  at 
(415)  225-4637  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning, 

basements,  backyards,  lots; 
hauls/moves  appliances,  demoli¬ 
tion  cleanup  (no  liquids).  31 
years  hauling.  No  job  too  small. 
The  quality  remains  long  after 
the  price  has  been  forgotten. 
Free  estimates.  Call  Bruno  at 
(415)  665-8655.  Bruno's  Hauling 
www.brunoshauling.citysearch.com. 

KNIFE  SHARPENING 

Fine  Knife  Sharpening 
Service:  For  homes  and  restau¬ 
rants.  Based  locally  in  the 
Richmond  District.  Free  on-site 
estimates.  Call  George  at  (415) 
751  -3436. 

MUSIC  LESSONS 

Voice  and  Piano  Lessons:  With 
professional  classical  soloist 
Norma  J.  Levister.  Call  (415) 
668-5522  for  more  information. 

PERSONAL  DRIVER 

Appointments,  Meetings,  er¬ 
rands,  visits,  airport,  etc. 
Professional  gentleman.  Over  40 
years  skilled  driving  experience 
in  SF.  Trustworthy,  reliable,  al¬ 
ways  punctual.  Very  flexible 
hours,  Class  C  license-insured. 
Very  reasonable  rates:  $20/hour 
(1  hour  min.)  Destinations  out¬ 
side  of  SF  plus  gas.  Please  call 
Dennis  at  (415)  424-6100. 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Richmond  Review/Sunset 
Beacon  Photographer  Philip  L. 
Gangi  is  available  to  shoot  your 
party  or  event.  Reasonable 
rates.  For  more  information,  call 
(925)  439-0917  or  e-mail  phil- 
flash@aol.com. 

PLUMBING  &  HEATING 

Complete  Plumbing  and 
Heating  Service:  Installations 
and  repairs.  On  demand  water 
heaters,  infloor  heating,  fur¬ 


naces,  ductwork.  Controls  water, 
gas  and  drain  piping.  Free  esti¬ 
mates,  senior  discount,  lie. 
#823588.  For  more  information, 
call  Ergon  at  (415)  221-9004. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to  Selling 
a  Home  booklet  includes  things 
to  know,  including  the  process  of 
submitting  or  receiving  offers, 
accepting  an  offer  or  closing  the 
transaction.  Call  (415)  753-8580 
and  leave  your  name  for  deliv¬ 
ery. 

Find  Your  Perfect  SF  Home: 

See  every  home  for  sale  in  the 
City  online,  just  like  a  Realtor. 
Complete  MLS  listings  now 
available  to  buyers  for  the  first 
time.  Zephyr  MLS  Direct.  Call 
(415)  731-5000  for  details. 

ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Improve  posture, 
relieve  pain.  Philip  Brown, 
Certified  Rolfer,  5954  California 
St.  (at  22nd  Ave.)  Introductory 
Session  $50.  Call  (415)  750- 
1885  or  e-mail: 

Rolferphilip@aol.com. 

SCHOOLS 

Sensitive  Home  School  for  ex¬ 
ceptional  teens;  open  enroll¬ 
ment,  class  size  6;  Richmond- 
Seacliff  area;  traditional  aca¬ 
demics,  testing,  speech,  P.E., 
art;  special  education  services 
individualized;  monthly  fees 
$1,200  to  $2,000  (scholarships 
available);  CA  credentialed  staff 
-  team  together  25+  years.  Call 
(415)  387-1070  and  ask  for  Mrs. 
Howard. 

TUTORING 

Rainbow  Tutoring  Center: 

Summer  Special  -  $1 38/week; 
summer  hours  M-F,  8  a.m.  to  6 
p.m.;  Grades  3-8.  Now  accepting 
applications  from  3:30-8  p.m. 
daily.  2650  Balboa  St.,  (415) 
386-1081, 

www.rainbowtutors.com. 


Send  us  your  classified  ad 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads, 
up  to  25  words,  cost  $20  per  month.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  by  the  20th  of 
the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 


Get  the  BEST  PRICE 

on  your  next  CAR! 


STICKER 
PRICE  (MSRP) 


THE  PRICE  YOU 
NEGOTIATED 


“THE  INSIDER” 
SPECIAL 


PERSONAL  AUTO 
SHOPPER  PRICE* 


With  Fleet  Pricing, 
let  our  free 
PERSONAL  AUTO 
SHOPPER**  drive  the 
best  deal  for  you! 

•  Save  money  with  fleet  pricing  through 
our  network  of  more  than  too  dealers 

•  Free  vehicle  price  quote  on  new  or 
previously  owned  vehicles 

•  Fast  24-hour  response  guarantee 

•  Free  delivery  to  your  home  or  office 
on  most  vehicles 

Contact  our  PERSONAL  AUTO  SHOPPER 
today  at  1-800-823-4882 

www.SanFranciscoFCU.com 

San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union 
is  open  to  the  entire  SF  community. 


Join  Today!’ 

(415)  775-5377,  option  4 


San  Francisco 

FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


‘  J^ded  by  Members  Advantage  Plus.  PERSONAL  AUTO  SHOPPER'S  prices  may  vary  based  on  availability.  This  advertisement  in  no  way  implies  a  guarantee  of  price. 
•PERSONAL  AUTO  SHOPPER  is  a  service  provided  by  Members  Advantage  Plus.  All  new  vehicles  arranged  for  sale  are  subject  to  price  and  availability  from  the  selling 
franchised  new  car  dealer 

t  Individuals  who  live,  work,  worship  or  attend  school  in  San  Francisco,  or  immediate  relatives  of  current  members  are  eligible  to  join  San  Francisco  Federal  Credit 
Union,  and  must  join  prior  to  loan  funding. 

0706-0062  NPXX 
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Top  Individual  Producer 

in  San  Francisco’s  Largest  Office 


Address 
480  29th  Ave 
887  28th  Ave 
579  29th  Ave 
328  17th  Ave 
610  20th  Ave 
444  42nd  Ave 
838  46th  Ave 
688-90  25th  Ave 
1630-32  Clement 
539-41  19th  Ave 
701-03  5th  Ave 
542-44  43rd  Ave 
3232  Balboa  St 


List  Price 
900,000 
999,000 
1,182,888 
1,246,000 
1,175,000 
928,000 
1,459,000 
1,680,000 
1,599,000 
1,650,000 
1,295,000 
1,098,000 
1,680,000 


John  Kirkpatrick  is  one  of  the  top 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
homes  and  investment  properties. 

John  is  a  marketing  expert  with  a  strong 
professional  and  academic  background. 
Dedication  to  detail  and  hard  work  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  results;  achievements  consistently 
exceed  client  expectations. 


Sales  Price 

Date 

Bd/Ba/Pk 

Sq.Ft. 

988,000 

5/25/07 

4/1. 5/1 

2,033 

1,140,000 

5/07/07 

3/2/2 

1,888 

1,145,000 

4/26/07 

4/4/1 

2,400 

1,246,000 

5/21/07 

3/1 .5/2 

N/A 

1,250,000 

5/24/07 

3/1 .5/2 

N/A 

900,000 

5/15/07 

2/1/2 

1,500 

1,460,000 

5/18/07 

3/3/2 

N/A 

1,400,000 

5/04/07 

2  units 

4,105 

1,450,000 

4/23/07 

2  units 

2,840 

1,600,000 

5/24/07 

2  units 

3,742 

1,275,000 

4/25/07 

2  units 

2,060 

1,155,000 

5/02/07 

2  units 

2.100 

1,665,000 

5/25/07 

2  units 

4,697 

Sotircer  SFML.S 

Healthy  Living  Fair 


.-“r: 


Free  Medical  Screenings  •  Blood  Drive  •  Chair  Massages 
Pilates  •  Free  Samples  •  Cooking  Demonstrations 


Jewish 
Community 
W  Center 

of  San  Francisco 


Sunday,  June  24, 10:00  am  -  2:00  pm  •  Free 
3200  California  Street  at  Presidio  Avenue 
415.292.1200  •  www.jccsf.org 

Presented  by  the  JCCSF  and  California  Pacific  Medical  Center 

The  JCCSF  is  supponed  by  a  gerteous  grant  from  Koret  Foundation  Funds. 

The  JCCSF  is  a  beneficiary  of  the  Jewish  Community  Federation. 


Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

* 72 00  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  fees  of  $16 


ceanview  Dental 


- 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  alt  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

Now  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  clenching. 

New  Zirconium  metal-free  crowns  and  fillings 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
pa  dials  or  dentures?  You  won’t  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 


Invisalign 


♦  Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 

♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 


(415)  221-5592 


760  La  Playa 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


54 


95 


|  New  Patients  Only 

I  Complete  Dental 

I  Check-Up 

|  Includes: 

|  ♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 
I  ♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  6/30/07 

L - - - J 

'  "nIw  patient  special  "j 

I  $  I  00  OFF  first  procedure  I 

|  (fillings  and  crowns  only)  | 

|  Offers  cannot  be  combined.  Valid  with  ■ 
coupon  only.  Expires  6/30/07 


FREE  Professional 
Take-home  Teeth 
Whitening 

"  with  paid-in-full  by  your  insurance  for 
I  exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

|  New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com¬ 
bined.  Valid  with  coupon  only.  Expires  6/30/07 

— ■  H  H  Hi  m m  H  I 


NEWIII  -Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 
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